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IX. 
Muſt own to you, I was mightily pleaſed, and 
even quite charmed, with your ſetting out in 
your late Caſe of Subſcription to Explanatory 
fAriicles of Faith, &c, where you aſſure us, that 
* Years and Experience had much ſoftened your 
„Mind, as to Party Affairs, and the leſſer Diffe- 
* rences ſubſiſting between the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and the Froteſtant Diſſenters from it, and that 
you have long taken a ſincere Pleaſure in think- 
ing well of, and being kindly affectioned to all, 
without Exception, who love the Truth in Chriſt, 
«and ſeek. after the things that make for Peace; 
at the ſame Time, letting us underſtand, that you 
eleemed many of the Clergy of the National Church 
(as well by Reaſon of their Prety, as of their ænomsn 
Learning, Candour, and Moderation) and particu- 
larly thoſe Reverend Prelates who now /o worthily 
| fi! her Sees, to be really ſuch Perſons as you de- 
lgnted to adorn with your good Opinion, and to 
& your Kindly Affections on; and profeſſing that, 
this gave you the molt agreeable Proſpect that 
* Peace and Harmony were growing Bleſſings 
* amongft us“ After theſe Acknowledgments and 
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Profeſſions I had no manner of Doubt, but you + 
now able to manage a Controverſy with 4 Church 
men with at leaſt as much Temper, Calmneſs, ar 
Civility, as you was, many Years ago, obſerved 9 
do, when you was dealing only, with the Inf: 
And for my own Part, I expected in you the faire 
and moſt. equitable Adverſary, foraſmuch as yo 
had no Reaſon, that I know of, to think otheryit 
of me than as a Lover of Truth, and a Follower if 
Peace, though not always, perhaps, exactly in th 
way that happens to be moſt to your liking. And | 
flattered myſelf, we ſhould now exhibit to the 
World a Controverſy carried on, if not with ſo great 
Learning and Ingenuity, at leaſt on one Side, a 
ſome former Controverſies have been, yet, on both 
with greater Civility and Politeneſs, and more Cha. 
rity than has been uſual, and ſet thoſe who ſhal 
come after us an Example highly deſerving thei 
Imitation. But, alas, it was not long I could plcak 
myſelf with theſe Thoughts; for, as I read on, | 
perceived a growing Acrimony of Style, piait!y 
Mewing, what I was not before fo well aware 0, 
that the /oftening of the Mind is not always imme: 
ately followed with a correſponding and proportion. 
ate ſoftening of a Gentieman's Manner in writing 
Controverſy, and that the one may be, a con. 
derable Time, poſterior to the other. I think, | 
can plainly diſcover ſome Inclination, yet remaining 
in you, to ſcorn and inſult an Adverſary, to pes 
vert his Meaning, to diſguiſe and miſrepreſent is 
Reaſonings, and to put a harſher Conſtruction 15 
his Words, than common Charity will, or the Ex: 
preſſions themſelves can be made to bear. And! 
am not without ſome Hope I ſhall be able to mak: 
von, Sir, thoroughly ſenſible of this, before I pul 
an End to your Trouble. 

You have been pleaſed to repreſent me, and, | 
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think, very unjuſtly, as not only reviving this Con- 
troverſy, and ſtirring up the almoſt dead Coals of 
Contention about Gowns and Cloaks, Bows and Croſſes, 
Godfathers, and the like, but ſtriving for them, as 
ro aris et focis, and ſcarce allowing the Character 
of Chriſtians to any, who are not as zealous for them, 
as myſelf. Now if by ſtriving for thoſe Things, 
you mean earneſtly contending for the perpetual Uſe 
and Continuance of them in the Church, and plead- 
ing againſt any Alterations or Abatements, or giv- 
ing them up, on any Conſideration whatſoever; It 
is a very wrong and injurious Repreſentation of my 
Senſe and Conduct; for this I have no where done. 
On the contrary, I have plainly intimated my Judg- 
ment (and ye, Sir, I preſume, are fully apprized 
of it, long before now) that ſuch Things may be 
very prudently parted with, if by that means the 
Schiſm may be healed, as your Writers conſtantly 
pretend, and bear the World in hand, it may. 
But if you mean nothing more than my aſſerting 
and maintaining the Lawfulneſs of them, the Thing 
is true; I have done it. But how That can be 
called, “ Striving for them as pro Aris et Focis,“ 
don't well underſtand. This I am ſure of, I have 
not ſtrove for them with a more flaming Zeal, than 
your Brethren conſtantly ſtrive againſt them. But 
how could you, Sir, take upon you to ſay, “that I 
* ſcarce allow to any the Character of Chriſtians, 
„who are not as zealous for them, as myſelf ?”? 
Have I any where ſaid one Syllable upon that Head ? 
Havel any where demurred to call tuch Chriſtians ? 
Can you quote any Paſſage in my Letters, or the 
Defences of them, where, tho? I do allow them the 
Character of Chriſtians, I appear, (as your Words 
plainly imply) to do it grudgingly, and unwilling- 
ly, and ſhew an Inclination to deny it, if I could ? 
Have you any Foundation for charging me with 
A 3 ſuch 
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| ſuch a tidiculous Piece of Bigotry ? If not, pray 
conſider, if you have not injured me ? 


As to my reviving of the Controverſy which had 


fo long ſlept, I will tell you the Truth, and the 
Whole of it. Ever ſince I began to make any Ob- 
ſervations upon the Ways of Diffenters, I have re- 
marked two Things: One is, that the Opinion of 
their Lives being better than thoſe of Churchmen 
(whether they really are, or are only ſuppoſed to be 
better, I am not now inquiring) has been a mighty 
Advantage to the Diſſention, and gained it more 
Proſelytes than, perhaps, any one Thing whatſo- 
ever. The other is, that the moſt common and 
popular Objections of Diſſenters againſt Communion 
with the Eſtabliſhed Church will hold equally good 
againſt Communion with their own Churches, in. 
almuch as they do the ſame Things, or T hings 
tantamount to, and equally liable to Exception, 
with thoſe which they commonly pretend to diſſent 
from the Church for. And as neither of theſe 
Things ſeem to be obſerved or ſufficiently conſidered, 
and applied to their proper Uſes, by our Writers 


before me, I determined to do it myſelf, and have 


performed, according to my Abilities, what ] pro- 
poſed to do, in the Three Letters to a Diſſenting Gen. 
tleman. But apprehending that the publiſhing of 
them might poſſibly bring on a Controverſy, and 
I, by that means, be drawn into a tedious Debate, 
when I had, as I always have, Work enough of 
another Nature upon my Hands, I deferred the 
Publication of the firſt Letter a conſiderable Time, 
deliberating within myſelf, and adviſing with ſome 
learned Friends, whether the publiſhing what I had 
written, or, the ſuppreſſing of it would be beſt. 
However, I judged upon the whole, there was no 
great Likelibood that my Performances would be 
much regarded, and bring upon me any farther 


Trou- 
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Trouble. And that I judged reaſonably, may 
partly appear from the Event. For they did eſcape 
about three Years, without Animadverſion; and this 
Reaſon, as I am informed, has been given for it, 
that as I was not a Man of any Eminence in the 
Church, and but little knewn in the World, it would 
not be prudent to make me more known and con- 
ſidered, and my Books, by having an Anſwer 
given them, ſo much the more ſought after. In 
ſhort, Sir, I had no other Thought than that my 
Writings would, of themſelves, die in a little Time, 
as many Pieces, publiſhed, from Time to Time, 
by Diſſenters, highly reflecting upon the Church, 
have done; and am ready to think you yourſelves, 
for two or three Years, reckoned ſo too. It was 
this Conſideration that determined me to publiſh. 
And ſo, Sir, you ſee, that tho' the Revival of the 
Controverſy ſhould follow, it was far from being 
in my Intention; and had it been poſſible to fore- 
ſee that this would have been the Iſſue, and that I 
ſhould have been obliged, as I have been, to write 
again and again in Defence of theſe ſame Letters, 
I am as certain, as I can be of any Thing in the 
World, that depends upon the free Determination 
of my own Will, they had never ſeen the Light. 
Vet, after all, Sir, I don't perceive with what 
Juſtice or Propriety I can be ſaid to have blown the 
Coals of Contention, and revived the Controverſy, 
unleſs it be in Virtue of the Proverb, that he ſecond 
Blow makes the Quarrel. But if it be the firſt, the 
Charge, I ſhould think, ought to be fixed upon Dr. 
Watts, rather than me, who, in my Firſt Letter, 
was little more than a bare Defendant of the Church 
againſt the groundleſs and unreaſonable Imputations 
that Gentleman was pleaſed to faſten upon moſt of 
the Rites and Appointments of it, as if they natu- 
rally tended to the Diſcouragement and Hindrance 
A 4 N 
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| af Godlineſs. Nor will the Matter be mended; 
= but rather made worſe, if you ſhould. pretend the 


| Doctor's Book was not polemically, but practical) * 
| written. For to bring, as we ſay, Head and Shoul- Cl 
| ders, almoſt all the Points in Controverſy between tc 
| us into a Treatiſe of that Kind, profeſſed to be to 
| written for no other Purpoſe but tbe Revival of co 
| practical Religion amongſt Chriſtians, does certainly be 
| ſhew a moſt hearty Good-will and Inclination * %% de 
| enter into the Merits of the Cauſe, as, it ſeems, in © yo 
| ſome Parts of your Miniſtrations the Doctor thinks yo 
| it proper for you to do. And as thoſe heavy Im- ar. 
| putations are mixed up with a great many ſerious an 
| and devout Thoughts, which .ſerve, as a Vehicle, up 
to convey into the Reader, and to diſperſe the more vi 

effectually through his whole Soul thoſe Sentiments ca 

which were meant to be infuſed into him, there II 

was certainly the more Need of an Antidote; and c 

it is a Wonder to me, they did not meet with one, ar 

ſooner than they did. | v 

Neither does it appear to me to be true in fact, m 

that the Coals of Contention were, at the Time of at 

my writing, ſo nigh dead, as you make. them to E 

be. For were there not always divers Books com- tt 

ing abroad, one after another, reflecting upon the at 

Church of England, more likely by far to ſtir up d 

Strife, than my Letters, ſuch as The Abridgment of t 

Mr. Baxter's Hiſtory of his Life and Times, The k 


Memorial of the Reformation, The Hiſtory of the Pu 
ritans, and, Sir, your own Hiſtory of Perſecution, 
all of them either full fraught with Controverſy 0 
( Hiftoriographi Argumentoſi, as Iſaac Caſaubon ſpeaks n 


of Bar&@ius, in relation to his Annals +) or molt 


injurious Reflections not only upon Churchmen, but \ 
| | f 
* See Humble Attempt, p. 138. 6 
+ Epiftola dedicat. prefix. Excrcit. ad Card. Baron. Proleg. | 
et Aunal. | : 


allo 
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alſo upon the Doctrine, the Worſhip, and Govern- 
ment of the Church. And, indeed, it has conſtantly 
been your Practice to batter the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England from behind the Mask of Hi- 
ſtory, whereby, it muſt be confeſſed, you are likely 
to gain (and, doubtleſs, propoſe to yourſelves) very 
conſiderable Advantages. The Generality of Men, 
being great Lovers of Hiſtory, will be (you know) 
defirous to read your Books, whereby the Prejudices 
you want to infuſe will be much wider ſpread, than 
you could hope them to be by any Writings that 
are purely and profeſſedly Controverſial. And when 
any one reproves you, as you do me, with ſtirring 
up the Coals of Contention, and unſcaſonably revi- 
ving the Controverſy betwixt us, you think you 
can bring yourſelves off with ſaying, you are but 
Hiſtorians, and Narrators of plain Fadts; an Ex- 
cuſe little better than it would be for me to ſay, I 
am but a Letter-Writer, and do only tell, in the 
Way of Charity and Friendſhip, a certain Gentle- 
man of my Acquaintance what are my Thoughts 
about his diſſenting from us. Beſides your larger 
Hiſtorical Pieces now and then appearing, you have 
thoſe of a ſmaller Size, almoſt continually playing 
againſt the Church. And if theſe have not pro- 
duced any ſet Controverſy, nor engaged the At- 
tention of ſo many, as my Letters, one hardly 
knows how, have done; the Reaſon is, that either 
the learned Writers of our Church are not fo apt, as 
lome Folks are, to take Fire at every Inſult thar is 
offered it, or that they eſteemed thoſe' Pieces too 
mean and contemptible for them to take Notice of, 
But, Sir, what ſurprizes me is, that a Gentleman 
who is a known and ſtrenuous Advocate for univer- 
lal Liberty of Debate, and thinks that even [nfidels 
ſould not only be ſuffered, but even invited to ſpeak 
ot their Difficuties with Freedom, and to publiſh 
| their 
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| their Objeftions againſt Chriftianity*, ſhould think 
me ſo extremely blameable for ſtirring up this Con- 
troverſy, and is ſo loth that the Caſe of Non-con- 
formity ſhould be argued. The Bottom of this, 
one would think, muſt be, that when you are de. 
fending the Cauſe of Common Chriſtianity, you 
have ſuch a Conſciouſneſs of the Goodneſs of it, and 
your Abilities to defend it againſt all its Adverſaries, 
as aſſures you of Victory, and therefore prompts you 
to invite them to the Combat; while ſome little 
Diſtruſt of the Goodneſs of the Cauſe of Non-con- 
formity makes you willing that Controverſy ſhould 
be let ſleep. I don't wonder at this, when I conſi- 
der the different Succeſs you have had in theſe two 
Controverſies. If I miſtake not, it is agreed on all 
Hands you have conſtantly triumphed, when you 
have been defending the Truth and Certainty of 
Chriſtianity. But when you have taken upon you 
to oppoſe all legal Eftabliſhments thereof, and parti- 
cularly that in our Church, you have, I think, with 
all your great Abilities, as conſtantly miſcarried. You 
may be able, perchance, to deal well enough, even 
in this Cauſe, with the mean Writer of the Three 
Letters ; but you muſt not hope to be ſo ſucceſsful, 
if you ſhould come again to have any Gentleman of 
the ſame Size in Point of Reaſoning and Erudition 
with the late excellent Dr. Rogers, to grapple with. 
I know, you do pretend, you therefore eſteem 

it a wrong Thing to revive the Controverſy, be- 
« cauſe there are other Things of more Importance, 
„ that deſerve the moſt ferious Attention of all 
e Clergymen, about which they might employ 
ce their Zeal more to their own Comfort, and the 
« Edification of the Church of God.“ I agree with 
you, Sir, there are ; nor am I without all Employ- 
* See the Preface to the Diſcourſe of the Nature and U}t } 
Miracles, &c. 8 . 4 
men 
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ment of that Sort. Yet, I cannot, for my Life, 
help thinking, that while we are employing our 
chief Zeal in maintaining our common Principles, and 
endeavouring to recover the ſinking Authority of Chri- 
ſſian Piety and Virtue, while we are ſtriving to put 
a Stop to the Progreſs of Infidelity and Popery 
amongſt us, there is not the leaſt Need we ſhould 
| lay aſide all Thought about the leſſer Matters (leſſer, 
it may be, in compariſon, but not abſolutely little) 
of Catholick Communion, and reconciling Diffen- 
ters to the Church, Do you think, Sir, the Go- 
vernment was to blame for the Endeavours it uſed, 
during the late War, to reduce the Smugglers (par- 
don me, Sir, for I aſſure you I don't mean to in- 
ſinuate a Compariſon between their Practices and 
yours, but mention them only as they are real Ene- 
mies to the Nation, as you are to the Church) do 
you think (I ſay) the Government was to blame for 
endeavouring to ſuppreſs or reduce theſe, and to 
make them uſeful Subjects? And would you have 
had them let alone, becauſe there were other Ene- 
mies from whom we had more to fear? I hope you 
don't expect that every Clergyman and Diſſenting 
Miniſter in Great Britain ſhould write a Book againſt 
Popery or Infidelity. I doubt we are not, all of us, 
fit for that Service: And ſuch of us as are not may 
employ ourſelves, to our own Comfort, and the 
Benefit of God's Church, in the leſs important, and 
more eaſy Services of ſhewing you the Error of your 
Ways, and bringing you back from your perverſe 
Wanderings. I affure you, Sir, I am, as I verily 
believe, edifying the Church, and laying in a Stock 
of Comfort for the Remainder of my Life, while I 
am thus employed; I mean, fo long as I continue 
to carry on this Controverſy (and that, I hope, will 
be ſo long as I carry it on at all) in ſuch a Manner, 
8s is becoming the Character of a good Clergyman. 


] think, 
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I think, I have hitherto done it in a Manner as de- 
cent, temperate, and equitable, as you could wel 
deſire; have ſhewn towards the whole Body of Dif. 
ſenters a hearty Good-will, and treated them all 
with as much Civility and Reſpect as has been done 
by any Writer, perhaps, before me. And if thoſe 
who write on the contrary Part do but know how 
to treat the Church and Churchmen in the ſame de. 
cent and reſpectful Manner, it is impoſſible any ill 
Conſequences ſhould ariſe from the Revival of this 
Controverſy. For I am pretty much, Sir, of your 
Opinion (to which, I hope, one of theſe Days, af. 
ter a few more Years, and ſome longer Experience, 
your Practice will be yet more perfectly conform- 
able) that Controverſies in Religion managed 
« with Moderation, and Good-humour, and 1 
c ſtrict Regard to Truth and Honour, would be 
« not only the moſt agreeable Entertainment, but 
“ alſo tend to the Diſcovery of Truth, the clearing 
c up Miſtakes, the Removal of Prejudices, and 
e the Confirmation of every Thing that is truly 
„ good and ſacred *. Our preſent Controverſy 
may be productive of theſe Effects, and of other 
Conſequences good and great, if ſome People don't 
hinder it. You are not ignorant, Sir, it was the 
publiſhing my Letters that gave Riſe (and you know 
alſo by what Train) to a late Attempt for the unit- 
ing of Proteſtants (all ſober Proteſtants) which you 
yourſelf have been labouring in, and which I am 
ſatisfied may be effected, if the viſible Backwardnels 
of your Brethren, or the Wildneſs and Extravagance 
of their Demands does not obſtruct it. And if, by 
Occaſion of my reviving this Controverſy, ſuch a 
Union ſhould come, at laſt, to be effected, it will 
then be, I ſuppoſe, in your Opinion, as well as 
mine, a moſt happy Thing that I did revive it. 
 Þ® Preface to the Yindication of the Hiſt. of the Old Teſt. Fo 
| ut, 
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But, „my Defign (you fay p. 3.) in publiſhing 
« thoſe Letters does not ſeem candid, and ſuitable 
« to the Character of a rational Divine. The Title 
« Page, (you obſerve). informs. you, my Deſign 
© was to reflect back the Objections of the Diſſen- 
« ters againſt the Church of England, upon them- 

{clves, and particularly, to retort the Charge of 
« [mpoſition””. Look again, Sir, into the Title 
Page, and there you will find I had another Deſign, 
which it was not, it ſeems, for your Purpoſe to take 
Notice of, namely, to refute the great and popular 
Pleas of Diſſenters againſt the Communion of the 
Church, This Part of my Deſign 1 hope you will 
allow to be candid and rational enough. And why 
not, 1 pray, the other? No, you ſay; the other 


Part of the Deſign was not rational, For ſuppoſing 


{ bad, or could recriminate, as you call it, or reflect 
back upon yourſelves your Objections againſt the 
Church of Uungland, and, particularly, retort the 
Charge of Impoſition, would this vindicate the Impo- 
fitions of the Church? 1 don't ſay, it would; but 
that was not my Aim 1n retorting them: What I 
propoſed by it was, as you may ſee in the Preface 
to the Second Letter, firlt, 7% fp your Mouths, 
and keep you, in Time to come, from attacking the 
Church with theſe Objections, in ſo triumphant a 
Manner as you were wont to do; and then, (which 
was a View much more important) to ſet before you 
a plain Argument for Conformity, which has been hi- 
herto very little, if at all, preſſed upon you. For if 
all our Churches are alike or equally faulty and de- 
jetiive, why ſhould you make it a greater Difficulty to 
conform to the Eſtabliſhed, than to any other? In a 
Word, it was the Drift and Deſign of my Letters 
to vindicate the Church of England in thoſe Things 
„nich you object to it, as the Grounds and Reaſons 
A your Separation, which I think I have done un- 
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der every Read I have ſpoken to; and then, ſup. 


poſing (not granting, as you would inſinuate I do) « 


they were net capable of being vindicated, but 
really indefenſible, to make it plainly appear, that 
you, in your Churches, have either the ſelf ſame, or 
che [ike Things, impoſed on you. And the Uſe ] 
propoled to make of this was drawn up in the con. 
cluding Paragraph of my laſt Letter, thus — < I; 
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you now find your Objections pinch yourſelves, 
as much as us; if you plainly. perceive — there 
are in your Churches Inexpediences for Inexpe- 
diences, Defects for Defects, Blemiſhes for Ble. 


* miſhes, Irregularities and Abuſes for Abuſes and 


Irregularities m ours, your Obligation to Con- 
formity remains. In ſuch a Eaſe, (that is, where 
both the Eſtabliſhed and the Diſſenting Churches 
are alike faulty) you cannot pretend any Obli- 
gation upon Conſcience to oppoſe the Eſtabliſhed, 
by forming Parties againſt it, or by withdrawiug 
your own Submiſſion from it, but may as well 
conform, as diſſent. And then there are many 


external Conſiderations, and Views of public Uti- 


lity, which will make it your Duty, and ſhould 
determine you to do ſo. Your Conformity, Sir, 
to the Eſtabliſhed Religion (in that Cafe) is but 
ſhewing a proper Deference and Reſpect to the 


Laws, and public Witdom of your Country. 


It will be adding Strength and Security to the 
Government (for the Eſtabliſned Religion is al- 
ways eſteemed the Pillar and Support of it) and 
be promotive of Civil Peace. And as the E- 
blijaed is allo the general Religion, profeſſed by 
the vaſt Majority of the People, your falling 
with That will be purſuing the ſureſt, and moſt 
effectual, as well as the moſt compendious Way 
for the reſtoring and eſtabliſhing Chriſtian Peace 
and Unity amongſt us.” This, Sir, is the Pro- 

CEaUIe 


cedure of my Argument; and I am willing to leave 
ir to every rational Divine, if it be not perfectly 
juſt and rational. | 1 | 
Io ditcredit this Argument for Conformity, from 
your imitating in your own Congregations thoſe 
Practices which you complain of in the Church, 
and for which you profeſs you withdraw from it, 
you tell me of a Book, a Popiſh Book, The Catbo- 
lic Chriſtign inſtrufied, undertaking to demonſtrate 
a Conformity between the Engliſh and Romiſh Church. 
Sir. ] have ſeen the Book; but I think the Writer 
does not pretend to perform more than this — vix. 
to ſhew, that there are ſeveral Obſervances retained 
in our Sacred Offices, which we uſe in common 
with the Church of Rome. The Things wherein 
this Conformity is pointed out are only — our hav- 
ing che ſame Churches which were built by our 
Popiſh Anceſtors, and dedicated to the Saints; our 
having Altars in them, as they have; baptizing, 
as they do, with the Sign of the Croſs ; our having 
a Liturgy, or Common Prayer, many of the Leſ- 
ſons or Prayers of which are borrowed from the 
Mais; our having the fame Orders of Biſhops, 
Priefis, and Deacons, Surplices and Organs; ob- 
ſerving Lents and Vigils, Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers in Baptiſm, Churching Women after Child- 
bearing, and Conſecration of Churches. But does 
he pretend to ſhew there is any Conformity between 


ine wo Churches in thoſe very Things, or in other 


/-:r75 of the ſame Kind, which we conſtantly al- 
as the Grounds and Reaſons of our Separation 
um his Church, as J have ſhewn there is, between 
the Church of England and your Churches, in thoje 
or; Things, or Things tantamount to thoſe, for which 
01 pretend to ſeparate from ours? Does he propoſe 
'3 new, that we hold {for Inſtance) the abſurd and 
Serous Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, (one of 


the 
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tne Grounds of our Separation from his Church 
hat if they worſhip Bread, ſo do we, or if ng 
Bread, yet a Stone, a Fiſh, or a Serpent; and 
they take away the Cup fronr the Laity (another gf 
the Grounds of our Separation) we do the fame, 9 
if we do not deprive them of the Cup, we do d 
the Bread, aud give them the Cup only, which 
would be as great a Sacrilege, and Mutilation of 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, as the other. Had he pretende 
'to make out theſe Things, or any Thing like then, 
and there was any Appearance of his having mat: 
out what he propoſed, his Deſign had been ver 
juſt, and not unſuitable to the Charatter of a rationd 
Divine. He had taken the ſame Way with us that 
I do with you, a proper and reaſonable Way, mot 
certainly, to make s of the Church of Englai 
think better of his Church, and reconcile us to it, 
And if he had made appear ſuch a Conformity be. 
tween the two Churches, I, for my Part, ſhould 
henceforward have thought it a Matter of pretty 
much Indifferency, which of the two I was of, and 
held it right, upon divers external Confideratiins, 
and Views of public Utility, to be of this or that 
(ſuppoſing, I mean, I could be obliged to be 0), 
— muſt live in external Communion with one ct 
t'other) as either of them ſhould be the Eſtabliſhed, 
or the general Religion of the Country where I re. 
fide ; juſt as I think it right in our Proteſtant Di 
ſenters to return to the Communion of. the Efta- 
bliſhed Church, when they are plainly ſhewn, as! 
think they have been, that they, in their public 
Adminiſtrations, and otherwiſe, do really praftif 
the felf-ſame Things, or Things liable to the felf Jant 
Exceptions with thoſe which they exclaim againſt 
in the Church of Egland, and on account of which 
they conſtantly declare they hold thernſelyes oblige 

to withdraw from it. 4 
our 


Three Letters to a Diſſenting Gentleman. 17 
'Your next Obſervation is not very material, be- 
ing no more than this, “that I complain of your 
« Churches being ſo ſecret in all their Ways, that 
4 there is no knowing what they are, but to find 
« them out we muſt grope and feel for them, as in 


« the Dark”. I deſire, Sir, to know by what 
Authority, tho? I-plainly. perceive with what View, 


ſay, there is ſcarce any knowing ; you make me ſay, 
There is no knowing, what your Ways are, that with 
ſome little Shew and Appearance of Truth you might 
ſay, as, belike, you had a Mind to do, that * 7 
aorite about what I own I do not underſtand, And 
again b that yon# Secrecy is ſuch that I own I can- 


there is ſome knowing what your Ways are, and that 
they may. be, by ſearching, tho' with ſome Diffi- 
culty, found out, at leaſt ſo far as will anſwer, to- 
leribly well, the Ends I propoſed by it. You 
« are ſorry, I find, I ſhould take on myſelf ſuch 
e an uncomfortable Office, as groping in the Dark.“ 
And you may have Reaſon; ſince I bave fortu- 
nately ſtumbled upon ſome of your Ways, which 
you fancied were either great Secrets, or little mind- 
ed, and have held them up to the Notice and Ob- 
ſervation of the World z tho', without Queſtion, 
there are many more, and © you plainly own there 
are, which it would be no Service either to you, or 10 
the Cauſe of Religion in general, to be diſcloſed, and 
which therefore it is your Prudence to conceal, A 
Confeſſion which thoſe who find themſelves inclined 


would do well to take Notice of. 

You are miſtaken, Sir, if you imagine I want to 
know the private Aﬀairs of the diſſenting Churches, 
and, to that End, 1 be admitted into your Veſtries, 


* Page 4. 8 Page 6. N 
| | | No, 


you have taken upon ,you to alter my Words, 1 


not hurt you. If there is ſcarce any knowing, I hope 


to your Ways, but are not yet gane into them, 
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No, I proteſt to you, I have no Curioſity of that 
Sort to be gratified : I want no more to be admitted 
into your Veſtries, than into a Free-Maſons Lodge, 
For me, you may do there whatever you pleaſe, and 
deal with Hymeneus and Alexander, Priſcilla and 
Maximilla in what Manner you think fit. The Ex. 
ecution and Management of your Diſcipline we arc 
content to leave to yourlelyes, and only wiſh you 
would oblige us with an authentic and complete 
Syſtem of Rules and Directions, ſuch as you hold 
yourſelves obliged to walk by, a particular Account 
of the preciſe Manner wherein all religious Exer. 
ciſes are performed, and Chriſtian Ordinances ad. 
miniſtred amongſt you, with ſuch a Book of Diſci- 
pline as the Reformed Churches in France had, and 
were governed by. For this would be ſufficient, 
and give us all the Light into the Ways of your 
Churches we deſire, or have any Occaſion for. 
You do indeed tell me (and herein you jump 
with my former Correſpondent, the anonymous Let 
ter- Writer) that “ tho? you have no common Rule 
* which you oblige one another, by human Ca- 
% nons, and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical, to walk 
„by, you have, nevertheleſs, Rules of Diſcipline 
„ and Worſhip, which the ſacred Writings pre- 
« ſcribe you.” And fo, TI perceive, your Fore 


fathers, who left you a Directory for the public Mor- 


ſhip of God throughout the three Kingdoms, were not 
only needleſsly but very ill employed, as ſetting up 
human Ordinances and Conſtitutions, inſtead of the 
ſacred Writings, to guide you in all the Parts ol 
public Worſhip. They, it ſeems, thought they 
were acting a very laudable Part in ** endeavouring 
„ to hold forth ſuch Things as are of divine Inſtr 
* tution in every Ordinance, and 70 ſet forth othir 
„ Things according to the Rules of Chriſtian Pru. 

© dence, agreeable to the general Rules of the Wars 


(e tf 


Tire Letters to'a'Diſſenting Gentleman. 49 


&« of Cod. But their wiſer Children will not en- 
dure the Mention of any Rules of Cbriſtian Prudence 
in Matters of Diſcipline or Worſhip, how agreeable 
ſoever to the general Directions of holy Scripture; 
but the Scripture, with Them, is the only Rule to 
| be regarded in thoſe Matters; tho? I cannot but 
obſerve, that, on divers Occaſions, you make no 
| Difficulty to own, that this ſame Directory is the 
i Rule you generally walk by: And Dr. Calamy tells 
| us, Your Examination and Ordination of Miniſters, 
in particular, are managed according to the Rules 
; laid down in it; and alſo, that it gives Direction 
about the ſeveral Parts of public Worſhip, which are 
generally approved among you?, I ſee plainly, Sir, 


that the Word of God is your common and only 43 
: Pule of Diſcipline and Worſhip, which you think "0 
. yourſelves obliged to attend to, or it is not, and bY 
you can admit, as well as we, human Ordinances T9 
9 and Conſtitutions, not diſagreeable to the general In 
- Directions of holy Scripture, to be alſo a Rule, in 1H 
$ thoſe Matters, juſt as the Argument; pinthes one 115 
. Way or the other, and the preſent Occaſion ſeems 911 
k to require. bY 
e But ſince you bear us in hand, and do ſo poſi- 1 
. tively declare, that the ſacred Writings are your 1 
0 only Rule of Diſcipline and Worſhip, and would 18 
. have us think you do nothing, in either, but what 1 
t they particularly and preciſely preſcribe, let us ſee, A. 
p if you pleaſe, how that Matter ſtands: And becauſe Wu 
0 I would not be tedious, I will confine myſelf to your 169 
f Worſhip. You may be ſure, I do not pretend to | 
y make it a Queſtion, whether the Scripture does not ii 
g preſcribe Prayer, Supplication, giving of Thanks, 1 1 
. Plalmody, and has not appointed Baptiſm, and the f [ 
r Lord's Supper. That is not the Queſtion; but 15 
# 2 Preface to the Directory. b Account of the Proteſtant 1 f | 
2 Diſenters, & c, by TY Account of | e = | 1 
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the Queſtion is, Whether the particular Mane, 
the ſeveral Rites, Modes, and Circumſtances wich 
which thoſe Offices are performed, and Ordinancy 
adminiſtred, in your Churches, are, all, preſcribe 
by any Canon of Chrift, and his Apoſtles. Is then, 
Sir, any Canon of their preſcribing directing youty 
take off your Hats, when you enter the Place of 
Worſhip, or when the Worſhip is beginning? 0! 
forbidding you to ſay Amen, when the Miniſter 
concludes his Prayer? Is there not rather one that 
preſcribes it? And if ſo, why are your People ne- 
ver directed and called upon to ſay, Amen, to your 
Prayers? It is becauſe, if they were once accuſtomed 
to ſay, Amen, with an audible Voice, in your Mert. 
ings, they would not think it fo ſtrange a Thing x 
they do, to fay, in our Churches, what is no mot: 
than Amen m other Words, We befeech thee to hear 
458, good Lord, and might come, by and by, to r. 
concile themſelves to it. What Canon of Sctipture 
appoints (any more than it appoints Chancellor, 
 Atchdeacons, Commiſfaries, Officials, &c.) ſuch 
Officers as our Pariſh Clerks, or, Sir, the Clerks of 
your Congregations, or a ſelect Company of Singen, 
ſuch as you have in ſome of your Churches, who 
are to ſet the Pſalm, and to lead the Congregation 
in, or perhaps exclude them from the ſinging of it! 
Does the Scripture ſay, the Pſalm fhall be, or ſhall 
not be read, Line by Line? Or that you are to 
make uſe of Pfalms in Metre, the Pſalms of David, 
or Dr. Watts, or ſometimes of the one, and fome- | 
times of the other? Do you not govern yourſelves 
in all theſe things by the Rules of Chriſtian Prudenc, 
not diſagreeing with the general Rules of Scripture * 
And becauſe you ſay, you find nothing in the 
«+ Bible of the Croſs in Baptiſm, and therefore never 
«uſe it,” J deſire to know, if you find there any 
Order, when you baptize a Child, to * the 
ä 5 


Three Letters to a Diffenting Gentleman, 21 


Name of it, and, that being told you, to call it by 
its Name, when the baptiſmal Words are pronoun- 
eing. Or, have you there any Declaration, ſuch as 
you have in the Directory, that, for the manner of 
baptizing, it is not only lawful, but ſufficient, and 
moſt expedient, to be by pouring, or ſprinkling the Wa- 
ter on its Face. Is there any Canon of holy Scrip- 
ture requiring the Parents, or either of them, to 
ſtand forth, and undertake for the religious Educa- 
tion of their Child? Or did our Lord, in the Inſti- 
tution, or have the Apoſtles bid you make uſe of 
any Words of Inſtruction touching the Nature and 
Ends of Baptiſm, exhort the Parent, admoniſh thoſe 
that are preſent, and, all being done, order you to 
make a ſuitable Prayer, that God would bleſs and 
ſanctify his own Ordinance, at this time, as if the 
Infant, without all this Ado, was not fully. and 
perfectly baptized, or our Lord's Inſtitution, which 
is very ſhort, neither more nor leſs than baptizing 
with Water, in the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, was not ſufficient? And as to the Lord's 
Supper, where do you find in the Scripture-Canon 
any Direction about mentioning ( as is ordinarily 
done amongſt you, if Dr. Calamy ſays right) before 
Admiſſion, the Names of all ſuch as deſire to be ad- 
mitted to it, that ſo the Congregation may have 
Opportunity to object to them, if their Lives and 
Converſations are known to be unſuitable to the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion? Or any Direction to adminiſter 


this Sacrament at Noon, and not in the Evening, 


as the way is in moſt of your Churches; or, in the 
Evening, and not at Noon, as the Practice in ſome 
is? You may be, *tis like, better acquainted with 
your Bible, than I am 3 and you had need be, to 
find there any Canons and Conſtitutions expreſsly 


a Account of Proteſtant Diſſenters in Eng land. a 
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injoining theſe things. And though, as you tel 

me, you have no human Canons, and Conſtitutions 

eccleſiaſtical, no kind of Law injoining them, Yay 

are @ Law to yourſelves, and in your reſpective Con. 

gregations, do really oblige one another to ſubmit to 

them, under the Penalty of being excluded from 

thoſe ſacred Offices and Adminiſtrations: +; | 

And here, Sir, I muſt-beg your Excuſe, when! 
take the Liberty to tell you, that you ſeem to me to 
reaſon a little oddly, upon the Subject of indifferent 
Things, ſuch as the Croſs at Baptiſm, and Kneeling 
at the Lord's Supper. You cite a Canon * of our 
Church, aſſerting that Things of themſelves indiffe- 
rent do, in ſome ſort; alter their Natures, when they 
are either commanded or forbidden by a lawful Magi. 
ſtrate, or Authority, and may not be omitted at every 
Man's Pleaſure, contrary to the Law, when they art 
commanded; no rufed, when they are probibited, You 
ſeem to think this a ſtrange Principle for any Prote- 
ſtant, Church to hold; and you eſteem yourſelves 
obliged to forſake the Communion of our Church on 
the account of it, becauſe (you ſay) “ ſhe make 
«« neceſſary in Religion unneceſſary Things, and 
e alters the Nature of indifferent Things into Things 
« eſſential and obligatory.” But pray, Sir, reflect, 
if you yourſelf do not own, in ſome ſort, the ſame 
Principle. I am ſure, your Churches and all the 
Churches in the World at upon it, whether they 
own it by any expreſs Declaration, or not. Is it not 
your Opinion, that a thing indifferent in itſelf, when 
it comes to be commanded by any human Autho- 
rity, alters, in ſome ſort, its Nature, and js no lot- 
ger ſo? I think, you will confeſs it does: Only you 
Will ſay, it alters its Nature the tber way, and in- 
ſtead of becoming, by being commanded, neceffary 
and obligatory, it becomes immediately unwarrant 

| SD IT 


— 


able, 
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4 


able, and ſinful. And which of theſ@ Changes in the 
Nature of the Thing may be moſt rationally aſſert- 
ed, I leave common Senſe to judge. But J proceed 
to your next Obſervation. 


It will ſeem (you ſay) a little ſtrange, that 1 


« ſhould ſpend near a dozen Pages in rebuking you 
« for uſing the Poſture of Standing in your public 
« Prayers on the Lord's Day, and recommending 
« to you, with ſo much Warmth, that of Kneeling, 
« as' more proper and ſolemn.” And to me, Sir, it 
ſeems a little ſtrange, that, when you was examin- 
ing what I had faid about your ſtanding at public 
Prayer, you did not think fit to take the leaſt No- 
tice of what I had ſuggeſted about your kneeling, 
ſo univerſally as you ſeem to do, in Family-Prayer. 
You would have done well to have given us a Rea- 
ſon (and from you, Sir, we ſhould have expected a 
better Reaſon than that commonly given,viz.the want 
of Conveniency for Kffeeling in your Meetings, 
which is plainly nothing but a Sham) why you ſo 


much encourage, and ſtand up ſo ſtiffly for that Po- 


ſture, in your public Devotions; and at the ſame 
time think it right to uſe Kneeling in the more pri- 
vate Devotions of the Family, wherein the outward 
Solemnity of the Service might be, methinks, a 
great deal better diſpenſed with ; eſpecially too, as 
| had ſuggeſted my Suſpicions, which I am apt to 
think will appear to all ſenſible and obſerving Men 
natural and reaſonable, that you ſo warmly con- 
tend for Standing, at your public Prayers, more out 
of Policy (that your Worſhip may have a different 
Face from ours) than any Perſuaſion you are under 
of the greater, or equal Fitneſs and Propriety of it. 
It alſo appears, I muſt needs ſay, ſomewhat odd, 
that you ſhould “ hope the numerous Examples 
ꝓrought by the Diſſenting Gentleman, in his An- 
* {wer to me, from the holy Scriptures, will juſtily 
B 4 you 
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t you in your. Standing.”** He did not, Sir, bring 
them to me, from thence, as you know, or might 
have known, but only returned them to me. * 
ſented them firſt to Him, in my Second Letter; f 
little did I ſtudy, as ſome Folks would have done, 
to conceal any thing that might ſeem to favour an 
Adverſary. He returned them to me; but he did 
not think fit to return the Anſwer I ſent with them, 
but unfairly kept it to himſelf ; neither do you take 
any Notice of it. This obliged me, in the Second 
Defence of my Letters, to repeat it. And thither, 
| Sir, to fave me the Trouble of tranſcribing it a ſe. 
| w_ time (for it is pretty long) I muſt refer you 
or it. 

Jou alſo plead the univerſal Practice of the primi. 
tive Church in their Worſhip on the Lord's Day, in 
Support of the Cuſtom of your Churches. And you 
cite Faſtin Martyr, Clemens of Alexandria, Teriul. 
lian, Origen, and divers others of the. Antients, 
« with their Tranſlations in the Margin, that the 
e Diſſenters may ſee how ancient and juſtifiable their 
* Form of Worſhip is, in this Reſpect.” Your 
Pains, Sir, upon this Head might have been well 
„ ſpared; for I had before owned the Thing which 
5 you have ſo elaborately proved, and moreover ſaid, 
3 that every Body knew it to be ſo, But that you may 
not ſeem to have taken thefe Pains altogether in 
vain, I will, with your Leave, try to avail myſelf a 
little of your Labours; and hope I ſhall make ſuch 
Obſervations upon the Quotations you have produ- 
ced, as will keep your Friends from fo falling in 
Love with thé primitive Church for being like 
themſelves, as, from your Account and Repreſents 

tion of the Matter, they may. be apt to do. 
When you was telling them that the primitive 
Church worſhipped ſtanding on the Lord's Day, 
did, at firft, fomewhat marvel you did not tell them, 
| a 
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as] had done, they alſo worſhipped in that Poſture on 
all Days of the Week beſides, between Eaſter and 
Whitſuntide, At firſt, I did really think you had 
neglected, or overlooked an Advantage I had given 
you, in not extending the Time of their praying 
ſtanding, ſo far as you might have done, with Truth. 
But I preſently conſidered, that, as your Churches 
have none of their Eaſters, none of their Hhitſun- 
tides, or other Feſtivals, and ſcarcely any public 
Worſhip but on the Lord's Day, it might not, per- 
haps, be convenient to let the People know there 
were any ſuch Things in the primitive Church. And 
beſides, if they were to be let into the Secret that 
the antient Chriſtians prayed ſtanding, on all the week 
Days between thoſe Feſtivals, they would naturally 
ſuſpect, and indeed conclude, that they prayed kneel- 
ing, on thoſe Days, all the reſt of the Year, And 
from thence another untoward Suſpicion or Con- 
cluſion would be apt to ariſe, that they did not 
eſteem Standing the fitteſt and moſt ſuitable Poſture 
in itſelf for that Service, but for ſome other Reaſons 
were determined, at thoſe particular Times, to make 
uſe of it. And this was really the Caſe, The pri- 
mitive Church, Sir, did not do, as your Churches 


do: in the Apoſtles Days, there is good Reaſon to 


believe, they aſſembled daily; and if, ſome time at- 
terwards, during the Rage of Perſecution, they con- 
tented themſelves with meeting together, at leaſt in 
a general Aſſembly both of City and Country, on 
the Lord's Day only, or not much oftener, they 
quickly return*d to the antient apoſtolic Practice, 
and had their daily Morning and Evening Service. 
And at all theſe Times, excepting the Days before 
mentioned, they, for the molt part, prayed kneeling. 
For I own, at ſome of their Prayers, which the Na- 
ture of the Service might poſſibly direct, they pray- 
ed, eyen then, ſtanding. And if your Churches 


would 
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would imitate them in this, kneeling (ſuppoſe) in 
your Prayer before Sermon, wherein Confeſſion of 
Sin, and Petition, might be the ſubject Matter enlarg. 
ed upon, and ſtanding after Sermon, at ſome other 
Parts of Prayer, ſuch as Thankſgiving, and bleſſing 
of God, which I had the Boldneſs, as, perhaps you 
may remember, in one of my Letters to recom- 
mend to you; I ſhould have little or nothing, on 
this account, to ſay againſt you. a 

As their worſhipping kneeling was the moſt gene. 
ral Practice, fo I muſt obferve, what I before hinted, 
that their worſhipping ſtanding, when they did fo, 


was not grounded on any Perſuaſion and Belief, that 


this Poſture was equally ſuitable, and much leſs more 
ſuitable than the other, to all the Parts of Prayer, 
but on a Reaſon of a quite different Nature, to wit, 
a peculiar Significancy that was in it. Some of the 
Paſſages by you cited plainly ſhew this — as parti- 
cularly that of St. Auſtin*; and that apud Autor, 
Reſp. ad Orthod, ad Quæſt. 115. which I alſo have 
Placed, as you have done, with your own Tranſla- 
tions, in the Margin, that the Diſſenters may ſee I do 
not grudge them, nor am afraid to give them the 
Sight of your Citations, and may underſtand, how 


a Stamus orantes, quod eſt Ggnum Reſurrectionis. Unde e- 
tiam omnibus Diebus Dominicis, id ad Altare obſervatur. V 
fland at our Prayers in Remembrance of the Reſurretion. There- 
fore every Lord's Day this Poſture is retained at the Altar. Epilt. 
55. ad Januar. c. 15. f 28. et c. 17. § 32. Ed. Bened. | 
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Avuyours t Tw Tc Ts Ilacxa NS. The not bending the Knee mm 
the Lord's Day, is a Symbol of the Reſurreftion, a Cuſtom that 
had its Riſe from the wery Times of the Apoſtles. Tis pity you 
did not go on to tranſlate the Kemainder, which would have 
ſhewn the unlearned Diſſenters, that Teræus, who was Diſciple 
to St. Pohcarp, who was Diſciple to St, Fohn, who lay in our 
Lord's Bojom, was Biſhop of Lyons. | | 
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modern and unjuſtifiable ſome of thoſe Principles are 


which oblige them, you ſay, to renounce the Com- 


munion of our Church. From thoſe Places it ap- 
pears, that their praying Sanding, at ſuch Times as 
they did ſo, was not choſen for itſelf, as if it were a 
Poſture as proper as kneeling at all Times, and for 
all Sorts of Prayer, but was obſerved in Memory, or 
Token of our Lord's Reſurrection from the Dead, and 
as a proper Symbol or Expreſſion of the Hope, and 
certain Expectation they had of their own Reſurrec- 
tion. On that bleſſed Day. when he roſe from the 
Dead for our Juſtification, they eſteemed it a heinous 
Offence to faſt ; and neither on that Day, nor on 
any one of the fifty Days between Eaſter and Pen- 
tecoſt, would they proſtrate themſelves, . or. kneel 
down at their public Prayers, but rather choſe to 
abate at ſuch Times of thoſe Poſtures, for the ſake 
of ſhewing forth, by their riſing up, and putting 
their Bodies into an erect Poſture, the Reſurrection 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and exhibiting a kind of 
Prefiguration of their own. | 

It alſo appears from one of the Paſſages you have 
produced, that from Tertullian, that this Poſture 
was properly impoſed, not, perhaps, at the Beginning, 
by the Authority of Synods, but by the common Law 
of the Church. It was conſidered as a Tradition 
that had its Riſe from the very Times of the Apo- 
ſtles, as one of your own Citations ſhews : It was al- 


ways religiouſly obſerved ; and whoever preſumed 


to break it, was eſteemed and treated as a diſorderly 
Perſon : and there being ſome, at the Time of the 
Council of Nice, who took upon them to croſs the 


general Cuſtom of the Church, and to kzeel when 


they ſhould have food, that Council thougit fit to 


* Die Dominico Jejunium nefas ducimus, vel de Geniculis ad- 
erare. De Coron. c. 3. Me count it à Sin jo faſt, or worſhip 
Ken our Knees, on the Lord's Day. | 
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make a Decree, that Prayers be offered io Gi] 


a 
ftanding. The Conveniency and natural Fitneſs of E 
this Cuſtom was not the Ground and Reaſon of this pi 

== Canon; but the Reaſon of it, as the Canon itſelf in. m 

* forms you, was, that all Things might be uniforny . G 

4 performed in every Pariſh, or Dioceſe, and that a te 

: Practice, which, as they conceived, had been hand. re 
7 ed down from the Apoſtles, and had ſuch an impor. WWW th 
: tant Significancy in it, might not fall, by Degrees, 
1 as they apprehended it was going to do, into abſo- E 
p lute Neglect and Diſuſe. Upon the whole, Sir, you WS a: 
* fee this Cuſtom of ſtanding at Prayer in the prim. ſe 
| tive Church was a Ceremony, and, which is more, a 0) 
| ſymbolical one, and that too, really impoſed upon the W 
f People. And as much as you would ſeem to ap- [ 
| plaud yourſelf in the Conformity of your Churches ſe 
to the Primitive, in this Reſpect, you, upon your a 
Principles, had you lived in the primitive Times, b 
muſt, on this very Account, had there been nothing a; 
elſe, have been a Diſſenter from it, as you now are tl 
from the Church of England, and b frankly confels re 
you muſt have been alſo from the reformed Church m 
of France, if you had happened to live in that King - in 
a | dom. ct 
{ I can't apprehend, Sir, why, when I had been il 
: ſpeaking of the different Manner of the antient Chri- 7 
ſtians, and your ſtanding in Prayer, quoting Ter- p 
zullian for it, who repreſents them worſhipping with ai 


lifting up their Eyes, and ſtretching out their Hands N 
to Heaven ; I fay, I can't apprehend, why I ſhould at 


be thought ſo inadvertent or forgetful, in not re- C 
membring, if I had not remember'd, in chat Man- R 
ner Tertullian explains bimſelf upon this Head, when d 


he ſpeaks of their adoring with Modeſty and Humili- t 
ty, not lifting up their Hands high, but moderate) 0 


Can. 20. Þ Caſe of Subſcription, p. 146. 
ans 
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and decently, nor boldly. elevating their Faces to 


Heaven. For where have I given any other Re- 
preſentation of their Practice? Where have I recom- 
mended,. or ſpoken one Word in Favour. of thoſe 
Geſticulations, or that bold Erection of the Coun- 
tenance, which he cenſures? Or where have I cenſu- 
red that decent and modeſt Manner of performing 
thoſe Actions, which he ſpeaks of? I am ſatisfied that 
your People ſhould raiſe their Eyes, and lift up their 
Hands in a Manner as decent, reſcrved, and modeſt 
as they pleaſe :. only let them do it. And if you do 
ſee it done, as you ſay, every Lord's Day in your 


own, and in all the Congregations of Diſſenters with. 


whom you have joined, tis ſo much the better, and 
I am glad of it. Bur I am perſuaded, you would 
ſee it done a great deal more than you do, if you 
and your Brethren would not be afraid, or think it 
beneath you, to ſpeak to your People, now and then, 
*a little oftener than ĩt is to be feared you do, from 
the Pulpit, concerning their outward Geſtures, and 
recommend the external, as well as the internal and 
mental Worſhip. If inſtead of letting them go on 
in, and, perhaps, giving Countenance to thoſe 
crude Notions and Sayings ſo common among them, 
that tbe Heart is all, and that God, in the Worſhip 
of bim, regards nothing but the Heart, you would 
plainly tell them, that, tho' the Heart is to be firſt 


and principally minded, the outward Deportment is 


not to be neglected, and that a mere Compoſedneſs 
and Decency of Carriage, a ſimple Avoidance of all 
Careleſsneſs and Levity is not ſufficient, but that a 
Reverence of Behaviour 1s required, and cannot be 
diſpenſed with, in open and public Worſhip, and, 
therefore, that they ought either to kneel at Prayer, 
or at leaſt, ſtanding, to bow their Bodies, raiſc 


dee my Second Letter, p. 180. 4th Edit. 
their 
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their Hands, or lift up their Eyes to Heaven, 3 
the primitive Chriſtians, - when they ſtood, did; 
ſay, Sir, if you would venture, or condeſcend ty 
preach to them, once in a while, after this manner, 
you would certainly find in your Churches a 

deal more, of that Univerſal Solemnity (if you mea 


by That, bodily Reverence) you wiſh for, and you 


People would not be fo apt to take Offence, when 
any particular Perſon ſhall think proper to uſe, in 
the midſt of you, that Geſture in Prayer, which ö 
preſcribed, and ordinarily practiſed in our Church, 


That many of them are apt to be offended at Thi, 


I am ſatisfied. And that fome, in that Congregz- 
tion I meant, were ſo, at leaſt when the Occaſion 
was firſt given, I had good Reafon to ſay, and 
have no Doubt of its being true, whatever 1s pre- 


tended to the contrary, My former Adverſary 
wanted me to name the Congregation, as you all 


ſeem to do; to Him I thought it enough to reply, 
that, perhaps, I might do it, when he named the many 
Congregations of Diſſenters where ſome Part of tht 
Communicants received the Lord's Supper kneeling. 
And to name it to you muſt ſurely be needleſs, it 
you know eit already, as you would ſeem to do. 


Tho', if I do it not, it is, I aſſure you, for no other 


Reaſon, but becauſe I don't think it for the Intereſt 
of the good Cauſe I am maintaining, that the pub- 
lic Attention ſhould be diverted (as you may re- 
member was done in a famous Diſpute upwards 
of twenty Years ago) from the Merits of the Con- 
troverſy, to a perſonal, inſignificant, low, and odious 
Squabble. ; 

From the external Forms proper to be uſed in 
the public Worſhip of the Lord's Day, you go on 
to the proper Manner of keeping that Day, Ani 


here, your Obſervation, or, to ſpeak more prope! 


Second Defence, Page 72. 


ly, 
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ly, your Accuſation of me is, that I publicly ex- 
preſs, contrary to all Expectation from a Clergyman, 
my Diſlike of the Way of obſerving it, among Diſ- 
ſenters. I had Occaſion to mention incidentally * 
an over-rigorous and preciſe Way of keeping the Lord's 
Day which many of you affect; and then intimated 
my Opinion, that ſuch a Way of keeping it was 


but the Guiſe and Semblance of Holineſs, but no more - 
a real Part of it, than thoſe extraordinary Things 


which are preached up, and pretended to be practi- 
ſed, by Mr. Whitefield and his Aſſociates, ſuch as 
wholly abſtaining from Things indifferent, as un- 
lawful; renouncing the common Enjoyments of 
Life; irrational Liberalities to the Poor ; and leav- 
ing our Stations in the World, to follow Them, can 
be eſteemed ſuch. And it 1s amazing to read the 
tragical Outcries you have taten Occaſion from 
thoſe Words (for they gave you none, as I ſhall 
preſently make appear) to raiſe againſt me. You 
have thought yourſelf authoriſed thereby to repre- 


ſent me as ſtigmatiſing the religious Obſervation of 


this Day, as Preciſeneſs: You ſuggeſt a Doubt, 


| whether I do think an abſolute Contempt of that Day, 


ana of all public and private Worſhip on it, a real 
Wickedneſs and Impiety, and whether Mens ſecular 
Accounts, Sleeping, Riding, Feaſting, Carouſing, Vi- 
ſiting, Cards, Aſſemblies, Routs, Riots, &c. is the 
proper Way of ſandtifying, and the Method of ob- 
ſerving it 1 would recommend to my Pariſh. You 
ſpeak of me as one likely to encourage my Pariſh- 
ioners rather 20 go to 4 Ring or an Alehouſe, as ſoon 
as ever they come out of the Church, than to go Home, 
and think of what had been preaching to them, This 
ls the Picture you have been pleaſed to draw of me; 
and, I muſt think, with Defign, to leſſen the public 
Eſteem of me, to expoſe me to the Indignation of Diſ- 

Page 110, 4th Edit. 

TT ſenters, 
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ſet me forth as irreligious an 
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ſenters, and of all ſerious Perſons, that ſo all I hay 
faid may ſtand for nothing, and make no Impreſſia 
The Letter- Writer, before you, by a Slight of han, 
by dropping a Word of mine, a pretty ſignificat 
one, made me ixjurious, and a Perſecutor : An 
you, by dropping a little of you Candour, han 

fort profane. I wonder 
what the next Gentleman who takes up his Pen 
againſt me (if any more ſhall think it worth whil 
to do ſo) will make of me; perhaps, an arrant J« 
cobite, and diſaffected to the Government: And,! 
think, he may even as well do That, as what either 
of you have done. And then, no Doubt but the 


Hearts. of. Diffenters, and of all true Engiiſomen, 


will be hardened, and ſet againſt me, and I my 
write on as long as I pleaſe, without being able w 
hurt you. Truly, Sir, a very eaſy and compendiow 
Way to 1ake off the Force of Arguments, when they 


cannot be rationally confuted. | 


I muſt, nevertheleſs, do you the Juſtice to own, 


that in the midſt of theſe unfriendly Suggeſtions, 


you have thrown in one Queſtion, which is reaſon- 
able and pertinent, viz. what I count an over. rig 
rous and preciſe Way of keeping this Day. I own the 


Queſtion was very proper to be aſked, if you wa 


not before ſatisfied, what my Sentiments were upon 
that Head; only it came ſomewhat with the latch; 


Tt ſhould have been the firſt Queſtion put to me: 
And when you had received my Anſwer, that — 


truly I count all Devotion performed on the Lord, 


Day an over-rigorous Superſtition in itſelf hen! 


had anſwered you thus, it would have been Time 
enough to have made ſuch a frightful Repreſents 
tion of me, as you have done. But to do it before 
you knew, or had any Grounds whereby to judgr, 


what 1 accounted an over-rigorous and preciſe Way if 


keeping it, ſhews ſuch a Proneneſs to think f 6 
0 
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thoſe who differ, from you, as indeed, Sir, is not 


commendable, _ But, however, ſince I neglected 


to explain myſelf upon this Subject, time enough 
| to prevent your raſh and unkind Cenſure, IL will 
explain myſelf not upon it, that I may, if poſſible, 
make yon ſorry for it. X 
My Sentiments are, that the religious Obſerva- 
tion of this Day is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve 
apy tolerable Senſe of Religion amongſt us. I think 
the Canon by you quoted is a good Church of Eng- 


land Conſtitution; and has not the leaſt Smack of 
that ver- much Rigidneſs and Preciſeneſs which 1 


meant to cenſure, and wiſh my whole Pariſh and all 
Churchmen would ſtrictly and religiouſly obſerve it. 
have many a Time inſtructed and exhorted them 
to do ſo; And that the religious Duties of the Day 
may be ſecured, and ſuch a ſober godly Frame of 
Mind, as we are ſuppoſed to be put into by the 
Performance of them, may be preſerved, I think 
it requiſite, that all Sports, and Paſtimes, and 
worldly. Employments ſhould then ceaſe. Yet all 

this, $a, I would have done without Aﬀec- 
tation, or over-much Niceneſs, and Scrupuloſity. 
The religious Exerciſes of the Dav, whether pub- 
lic or-privateg I would have performed (for ſo they 
will appear moſt graceful and attracting) in a free, 
natural, ſimple, eaſy Way, without that Formality 
and Conſtraint which makes them look 1ndeed as a 
| Duty, but not as a Pleaſure. Not do I think that 
in the Point of Abſtinence from Labour, and all 
Sorts of worldly Buſineſs, an exteffive Scrupuloſity, 


ſuch as makes a Man uneaſy to himſelf, and trou- 


bleſome to all about him, ought; or need, to be en- 
couraged. The, Cards; and Aſſemblies, Routs, 
Riots, Rackets, and Carouſings, which you mention, 


| deteſt, poſſibly, Sir, as much as you. Riding and 


ourneying I do not approve, eſpecially, when be- 
| CS come 
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come an ordinary Practice, and neither Piety ng 
Charity can be pretended to call you, nor any great 
and preſſing Neceſſity to drive you forth. Viſiting 
I approve as little, when it grows to be (as I fa 
before of Journeying) a common Practice, a Thing 
almoſt of Courſe, and is done in Form; and with 
Parade, as at other Times: Yet I ſhould not ſcrh. 
ple. neither I hope would you, upon Occaſion, to 
eat Bread with a Friend or Neighbour, on the Lords 
Day (as our Lord did with one of the chief Phar. 


in 
ſees, the fraiteſt Seti of their Religion, on the Sah. th 
bath Day, Luke xiv. 1.) where I could lead or go- Kc 


vern the Converſation, or was morally certain none 
would ariſe that was not godly, or at leaſt ſober, 
ſuch as the Canon requires, none that would diſſipate 
the Thoughts, and unfit me for thoſe holy Exer- 
ciſes that are to follow after; or are unſuitable to, 
and diſagreeing with thoſe that have gone before. 
You lee, Sir, I have been uon, that I am called to 
it, very free in declaring myſelf upon this Argyu- 
ment. And tho' I have not, perhaps, hit upon, 
nor indeed have been ſolicitous 2 preſcribe, as you 
wanted me to do, the exact Medium between your 
Preciſeneſs, and the Profaneneſs of others, I hope! 
have furniſhed. you with pretty clear Ideas of what 
I count an over-rigorous and preciſe, and what | 
eſteem a juſt, a rational and Chriſtian Way of ob- 
ſerving this Day. And if the moſt eminent Divine, 
or greateſt Churchman in England, even his Grace 
of Canterbury himſelf, ſhould think fit to declare 
himſelf in the ſame Sentiments touching this Mat- 
ter, you would not now, I hope, look upon it 25 
any reaſonable Motive to Non: conformity. But leſt 
you ſhould take what I have now ſaid, as, in ef. 
fect, a Retractation of what I had ſaid before, you 
ſhall plainly ſee they are perfectly conſiſtent, and 
F uniform, and that the Paſſage by you quoted did 
| not 
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not afford you the leaſt Grourid for thoſe unkind 
Sentiments, or Suſpicions of me, you ſeem to hars 


bour, nor give you any Occaſion for that extraor- 
dinary Commotion which it ſeems to have put you 


into. DES | 8 . 
Will you then be pleaſed to read and conſider 
that Paſſage once again; and pray, Sir, take No- 


tice it was an over-rigorous and preciſe Way of keep- 


ing the Lord's Day which was diſapproved. Now 
the Diſapprobation of an over-rigorous Way of 
keeping 1t does, to my Apprehenſion, plainly im- 
ply an Approbation of keeping it with ſome Kind 
of Rigour : And a Diſlike of Preciſeneſs, if it does 
not necefſarily ſuppoſe, is fairly conſiſtent with a Li- 
king of ſome reaſonable Degree of Strifineſs. Sup- 
poſe I had been writing to the Papiſts, and had 
happened incidentally to declare my Opinion that 
the Way of Faſting practiſed by many in their 
Church was over-rigorous and preciſe, and, how 
highly ſoever they might think of themſelves and 
their Sanctity on the account of it, was really zo 
Part of the Holineſs of a Chriſtian, but only' the 
Guiſe and Semblance of it; no reaſonable Man, I 
believe; would from thence conclude; I was an E- 
nemy to all Faſting, but rather judge I approved of 
It, when practiſed in a ſober and rational Way. And 
in caſe any Romiſh Prieft ſhould fall foul upon me 
lor this, ſhould repreſent me as'a Friend of Wine- 
bibbers, Epicures, and Gluttons, ſhould beg Leave 
to oſs me, whether faring deliciouſly, Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs was the proper Way of ſanctifying a 


Chriſtian Faſt, and the Method of obſerving it I 
would recommend to my Pariſb; fhonld deſire me to be 


jo good as to inform them how it becomes a Miniſter 
of Chriſt to ſtigmatiſe religious Faſting, as Preciſeneſs, 
at a Time when there is ſo univerſal and ſcandalous 
an Indulgence of all the Luſts of the Fleſh ; ant 
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ſhould at laſt tell me, He ſbould not look upon it a 
any great Motive to turn Proteſtant, that this em. 
nent Divine was willing to abſolve them and thar 
Families from thoſe Reſtraints, which with Cher: 
fulneſs they had laid themſelves under, on thoſe ſo. 
lemn Days, and to allow them in thoſe ſenſual Li. 
berties and Pleaſures, which, from large and lun 
Experience, they had often - ſeen prove fatal to th 
who have indulged themſelves in them; ſuppoſe ( 
ſay) any Prieſt of the Church of Rome ſhould run 
riot upon me in this Manner, do you really think 
he would talk reaſonably, and that I had given him 
Ground enough for ſome Charge and Imputation of 
this Sort, and had no Cauſe of Complaint againſt 
him? Or that, by ſuch Words, I had ſtigmatiſd 
the Duty of religious Faſting, as an over-rigorou 
Superſtition in itſelf, and thereby expoſed the Reli 


gion of Proteftants, and furniſhed the Roman- Ca- 
_ tholics with a juſt and legitimate Prejudice againſt 


it? | 
You may be pleaſed, Sir, farther to conſider, 
that I was there ſpeaking of the high-flown Doctrines 


and Practices of the Methodiſts, that, for Inſtance, 
of deſerting their Stations, and neglecting the Du- 


ties of them to follow their Preachers in all their 


Ramblings. And as this was no Part of Chriſtian 
Holineſs, tho? it had fome Shew and Semblance of 
it, ſo neither (I thought) could the. Preciſeneſſes 
.and over-great Rigours in keeping the Lord's Day, 
by many of you affected, be reaſonably eſteemed 
ſuch, whatever Appearance they had of it. What 


kind of Rigours and Preciſeneſſes was it now reaſon- 


able to ſuppoſe I meant ? Is it not highly improba- 


ble, and unreaſonable tq think (ſuppoſing me only 


not to be an Atheiſt) that I meant to put Medita- 
tion and Prayer, public and private, communicating 
at the Lord's Table, and other religious Duties of 


the 
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:he Day, upon the ſame Footing with thoſe Extra- 
vagancies and Follies, if not Sins, which I had 
mentioned, and are commonly charged upon the 
Methodiſts ? Could you think, Sir, of no find of 
Rigours and Preciſenefles ever practiſed on the 
Lord's Day, of a more ſimilar N 

bling Complexion with thofe Semblances of Holi- 
neſs which your Methodiſts ſo much dazzle the 
Eyes of poor People with ? What! never hear of 
any Rigours and Preciſeneſſes obſerved on that Day 
beſides the being more abundant in the Exerciſe of re- 
ligious Duties ? Did you never hear of any unrea- 
ſonable and ridiculous Reſtraints which ſome have 
laid themſelves under, in the Point of Reſt, and 
the Avoidance of all Affairs and Diſcourſes of a 
worldly Nature, on the Lord's Day, ſo that they 
would not, for the World, do or ſpeak of, or be 
ſpoken to, on that Day, about any earthly Matter 
whatſoever, let the Occaſion be almoſt what it 
would, or the Matter ever ſo ſmall, or the Time 
ever ſo ſhort that would be ſufficient for the doing, 
or ſaying of it? You have lived too much and long 
in the World not to be yet let into this Secret; but 
muſt, ſurely, have known, or have had credib] 
reported to you, many Preciſeneſſes of this Kind, 


which, I dare ſay, you have too much Judgment 


to approve, and encourage. And how then could 
you avoid thinking, 
bare Exerciſe of religious Duties, were the Rigours, 


the over-great Rigours and Preciſeneſſes which fell 


under my Cenſure. 


There is ſtill, Sir, another Thing which might 
have led you to conclude, that J could mean no 
other than this Sort of Rigours and Preciſeneſſes ; 
and that is, that I did not charge them on the Bo- 
dy.of Diſſenters, as you all along repreſent me to 
do, but only ſpeak of them as the Affectations of 

= CS parti- 


ature and reſern- 


but that theſe, and not the 
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| | particular Men, tho? indeed of many amongſt you, 
1 remember as perfectly as if it was but Yeſterday, 
lt that the Word many did not come in by Chance, 
"ny but was purpoſely inſerted (and, leſt you ſhould not 
3 obſerve it, printed in 1zalic) that no Handle might 
5 | be given you for ſaying of me, I was diſpleaſed at 
| your People, for their general be in Keeping 
* this Day in the Exerciſe of religious Duties, and 
| the other proper Services thereot.” No, Sir ; I ſhall 
never be offended with ſuch of you as keep it ac- 
cording to the Genius, the Spirit, and CEconomy 
of the Goſpel ; but the little Diſpleaſure J have, is 
only at Thoſe, whether of you or us, who fill their 
own, and other People's Heads with Jewiſh Fancies 
of the Sanctification of the Sabbath, who do them- 
ſelves practiſe, and Jaſh all others, in the ſevereſt 
and moſt malignant Manner, for not practiſing ac- 
cordingly. I did not, it is true, happen to uſe 
any Words, i in the Paſſage by you quoted, expreſsly 
limiting and determining my Meaning to Preciſe- 
neſſes of this Kind, which, I ſuppoſe, was occaſioned 
, by too great a Preſumption and Security (too great, 
| as I now find it) that every Body would eaſily un- 
derſtand me, and that no Mortal would eyer ſuſpect 
me, as you ſcem to do, of having any Intent to 
Stigmatiſe the religious Obſervation of this Day, as a 
ſuperſtitious and preciſe Practice. But had you re- 
collected another Paſſage, but a little before this, 
where I ſpeak of the ſame Thing (and as thoſe Sen- 
timents ſtruck you with ſuch Surprize, it is a Won- 
der you did nor, if you really did not, recolle it) 
and had you brought the two Paſſages together, 
you could not have doubted what Sort of Rigours 
were in my Thoughts, when I wrote the Paſſage by 
you cited. In that which you happened, or thought 
proper, to overlook, I ſpeak of many or moſt of 
you as keeping the Day in a ſeverer Manner than 
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many of thoſe who go to Church do, which Manner 
of keeping it I call almoſt Fudaical, And if by 


this Paſſage you had been ſo candid as to interpret 


the other, it is likely, there would have been no 
Miſunderſtanding or Controverſy between us. For 
you know very well, and all the World knows, 
what the Judaical Severities, in the Obſervation of 
their Sabbath, were; that they did not conſiſt ſo 
much in the Abundance of their Devotions, as in an 


exact and preciſe Reſt, an extreme Scrupulolity 


| about the leaſt Action or Motion of the Body, or 
doing, on the moſt preſſing Occaſions, the leaſt 
Work or Buſineſs thereon, of a ſervile or worldly 
Nature. They would neither go, nor remove Things 
from one Place to another : They would neither 
tie, nor untie ; They would not break two Threads: 
They would not ſew_two Stitches, or rip up, in 
order to the ſewing them: Nor would they write 
two alphabetical Lerters, or blot out, in order to 
the writing them : They would not kindle a Fire, 
or put it out, In ſuch kind of Things the Sancti- 
fication of the Sabbath, according to the Traditions 
of the Elders, and the general Practice of the 7ews, 


in the Times of our Saviour 7efſus Chriſt, chiefly 


conſiſted. And as there are many Chriſtians, par- 
ticularly amongſt you, who ſeem to approach pretty 
near thoſe Preciſeneſſes in their Manner of ſanctify- 


ing the Lord's Day, I did not think it would miſ- 


become me, as a Chriſtian Divine, to paſs, as LI 


went along, a gentle Cenſure and Animadverſion 


upon them, and little expected to have found any, 


except it were a Scribe or a Phariſee, any Miniſter 
of the Goſpel, zealous for he Liberty wherewith. - 
Chriſt has made us free, that would have ftigma- + 


tiled me as a profane Perſon, on ſuch an Account. 


Whether the religious Obſcrvation of the Day 
may not be carried too far, exacted and practiſed 
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with ſuch Rigour as is really condemnable, is 


Queſtion which I have not yet touched upon. And 


conſidering how things are with me, how ready you 
would be to charge me with Wickedneſs, if I ſhould 
ſhew myſelf 2willimg to indulge: you and your Familis 
in the leaſt Abatement of the utmoſt Rigours that 
can be exacted and practiſed in the proper Duties 
and Services of the Day, it may not be thought 
prudent thing in me to meddle with it. Nor ſhould 
I, perhaps, have ventured: to do it, if I had not 
found myſelf ſupported by ſome of your own 
Friends, under whoſe Protection I hope to be ſafe, 
Mr. Corbet, ſpeaking of Exceſs in the Quantity or 
Meaſure of religious Obſervances, reckons this one, 
too rigid a preſſing of religious Exerciſes on the 
« Lord's Day, or at any other time lawfully ſet 
«© apart thereunto, contrary to the Works of Cha- 
« rity, or preſent Neceſſity; yea, that Conveniency 
& to Life and Converſe, which does not divert the 
« Mind from the things of God.“ This he thinks 
not conducing to the End of Religion, but rather a 
Hindrance thereto*, And Dr. Owen was plainly in 
the ſame Sentiments d. He cenſures ſome for in- 
troducing the whole Practice required on the Moſaical 
Sabbath, into the Lord's Day. And as, on the one 
hand, he condemns thoſe who are for accommodating 
Gud*s Commands to the corrupt Courſes and Ways of 
Men, ſo, on the other hand, he will not deny, but 
there are Miſtakes in this Matter, leaning towards 
the other Extreme, Directions having been given, 
and that not by a few, for the Obſervationagf a Day 
of holy Reft, which, either for the Matter of them, 
or the Manner preſcribed, have had no ſufficient Mar. 
rant er Foundation in the Scripture, Some (he ſays) 
bave collected whatever they could think of that is 

« Corbet's Remains, p. 209. b Exercitations concerning the 
Name, Original, Sc. of a Day of Sacred Ref, p. 415, DC 4 
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goad, pious, and uſeful in the Praftice of Religion, 


| , 

| aid preſcribe it all, in a. Multitude of Inſtances, as 

] neceſſary to the Sanitification of this Day; ſo that a 1 
{ Man can ſcarcely in fix Days read over all the Duties 4 

s that are propoſed to be obſerved, on the ſeventh. And | | | 
ne, meaſuring others, it may be, by themſelves, and 1 
5 their own Abilities, have been apt ts tie them up to 4 
| ſuch long tireſome Duties, and rigid Abſtinences from Fl 
d Refreſbments, as have clogged their Minds, and 1 

Ot turned the whole Service of the Day into a weariſome " 

" bodily Exerciſe, that profiteth little. And thele rigo- 5 il 
e. raus Preſcriptions, beyond the Conſtitution of human IL! 


or Nature to comply withal, he eſteems a great Diſad- 
e, vantage to Religion. For Men, finding themſelves no 


he way able to come unto a Satisfattion, in Anſwer unto 

et the ſevere Directions for Duties, and. the Manner of 

1 their Performance, which by ſome are rigorouſly pre- 

y ſcribed, have taken occaſion to ſeek for Relief, by re- 

he jeting the whole Command; which, if duly inter- 

ks bpireted in ſuch a Condeſcenſion as they were capable 

* of a Compliance with, they would have adbered unto. 

in You ſee, Sir, neither of theſe Gentlemen have Sen- 

in. timents upon this Head ſtricter than mine, if indeed 

cal quite ſo ſtrict z and though I had meant, which I 

"ne really. did not, to cenſure the unreaſonable Rigours - 

ing and Preciſeneſſes of any, about the religious Ser- 

of vices of the Day, I ſhould have been juſtified by 

put two eminent Perſons of your own Communion. *Tis 

rds poſſible, there might be, in their Days, ſomething 

en, more room for Cenſures of this Nature, than there 

Jay is no. But we, I ſuppoſe, are not without ſo many || 
m, Inſtances of thoſe rigorous Preſcriptions for the San- 8 
ar- ctification of the Sabbath, and thoſe culpable Ex- 
75 ceſſes in the Practice of them, which theſe Gentle- 4 
f is men ſpeak of, as make it requiſite, at leaſt excuſa- 11 
ohe ble in any one, upon Aa Proper Occaſion, to Put in a | 


Caution againſt them. | 1 
20d, For 
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9 For God's Sake, Sir, what Service can it be to Rel. H 
. gion to preſs this, or any of its Duties, beyond Senſe, A 
1 Reaſon and Truth ? Is that, do you think, the right n 

| 1 way to bring Men off from their ſcandalous Neglect 5 


1 of this holy Day, to a ſober and rational Obſervance i 
1: 1 of it? If, indeed, Iwere to make ſtraight a crooked 
FT} Stick, I would bend it, and keep it bent for ſome 

1 time, the contrary way; but if my Buſineſs was to 
Af | bring a Man to rights, and reclaim him from any 
Hy vicious Extreme he had run into, I would not at. 

41 tempt to perſuade him it was abſolutely neceſſary 

4 he ſhould go as far into the contrary Extreme. I 
#1! would no more preach up to a Man who had been 
Þ always accuſtomed to ſpend the Lord's Day in Feaſt- 
ing, Cards, Aſſemblies, Routs, and Rackets, the 
abſolute Neceſſity of the forementioned Rigours; 
would no more tell him, that neither Age, nor Pain, 


| V 

- 1 nor Sickneſs, nor bad Ways, nor foul Weather ul 
Wy ſhould keep him, at any time, from Church, that = 
14 no occurring Accident whatſoever ſhould ever be ſuf. . 
N fered to- interrupt and break in upon the accuſtom- ea 


ed Devotions, or Inſtructions of his Family, and 4 


Y that, if on the Lord's Day he ſhould ever be con- 10 
| templating or philoſophizing, ſappoſe in his Garden, Wi; 
| upon the Works of Nature, which you, from Philo, WWW; 
7 recommend as a proper Employment on it, it WW; 


Th would be a grievous Sin to pluck up a Weed which 
"Ni he ſhould happen to eſpy, and was offenſive to him: 
I would no more (I ſay) go about to reclaim him 
this way, than I would offer to reclaim a Drunkard, 
by telling him, that Wine was not made for Chri- 
ſtians, and that the only Drink permitted to #5 1 
Water; or attempt to bring off from his wonted In- 
dulgence, a Glutton, or an Epicure, by bearing him 
in hand, that Jeſus Chriſt has preſcribed to all his 
Followers the Leſan Diet, and that our holy Reli- 
gion abſolutely condemns every thing beyond. 
And now I go on (as it is high time) to the _ 

| . 
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pf Subſcription, which your Title Page ſets forth as the 


paly Subject of your Book, and, particularly, the only 


ae which you have any thing to ſay to me upon, tho? | 


n your Book you have been pleaſed to ſay a good 
leal more upon other Heads, than you have done 
n that, And here the firſt thing I meet with is, 


| confeſs, ſomewhat extraordinary. For you inform 


s, that though many Diſſenters do complain of 
« the Power, that impoſes Subſcriptions to human 
Articles of Faith, as groundleſs and unwarrantable, 
and of the Impoſition itſelf as a Burthen and 
© Grievance, yet you never heard before that they 
« eſteemed a Submiſſion to this Power, in all Caſes 
© and Circumſtances, a moſt unwarrantable thin 


* 


3 


© it unwarrantable to ſubmit to the Impoſition, ever 
did ſubſcribe in Obedience to it. How ſtrangely 


mongſt you, that al] Submiſſion to Impoſitions 
vas unwarrantable, and that bearing your Teftimony 
zoainſt them was your bounden Duty, and indeed 
hat this was the very ground-work of your Separa- 
jon. And this Notion, if I had not taken it up 
llewhere, I might have been fairly led into by your- 


ing Churches allow you to accquaint me, that you 
* find not in the ſacred Writings the leaſt Intima- 
tion or Order for your ſubmitting to any human 
Authority, or Impoſitions, in Matters of a reli- 
* gious Nature b?” And again, that if the Croſs 
in Baptiſm, and Kneeling at the Lord's Supper 
were left indifferent, there would be much leſs 


* Objeftion againſt them both; but as impojed by 


human Authority, and actually made Terms of 


' Communion, you think you are obliged as Chri- 


page 18. b Page 6. m 
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gor that any one amongſt you, who really thought | 


ave I, all this while, miſtaken your Principles ! 1 
ways thought, Sir, it was a received Principle 


ct, For do you not tell me, that © The diſſent- 
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< ftians 10 proteft againſt them ' J do indeed typ 
Notice that you make a Reſerve of ſome Caſes aj 
| Circumſtances wherein you efteem a Submiſſion 9 
37 | an impoſing Power not unwarrantable. I underſtan 


| you, Sir, and plainly perceive this is done, onh 

5 for making room to lay in an Excuſe for your h 

th | readily ſubmitting to the Impoſition of that Suh 

t ſcription, without which you cannot have the L. 

Gi berty to teach and preach in your ſeparate Congre- 
Wl gations. But then, you would have done well u 
#1 have ſhewn us, pon what Principle you hold f 
4k warrantable to ſubmit to /ome, but not to otber In. ri 
I poſitions, and, particularly, how you can patient) tt 

4 ſuffer Subſcription, but not the Sign of the Crofs, tv Wi ra 

i be impoſed upon you, and even 7u/tify your ſubmit Wi fu 
ti ting to the former, at the ſame time you are ſo lul WW v 


in your Condemnations of all Submiſſion to the lu. WF P 
1's ter. Do you not conſtantly treat the Impoſition of Wi at 
Subſcriptions as one of the worſt, and moſt inf. t 
mous Impoſitions of the Church? Do you not repre it 
ſent. it, p. 149. as peculiarly: injurions to the ill © 
<« Rights of Conſcience, as an Encroachment on the Wl © 
& ſupreme Authority of Chriſt, as caſting a hig 
<& Reflection on the Perfection of Scripture, as tie WF © 
« Exerciſe of a Power that generally has been, and, il © 
e in the Nature of the Thing, generally muſt be WW © 
« deſtructive of the Peace of the Church, and of the WW © 
ec Purity both of the Chriſtian Doctrine and Wo- 
« ſhip?” By your own Account then, the Impoſition 
of Subſcriptions is vaſtly more ſcandalous, biggr! 
with Miſchief, and draws after it a Train of more 
| | fatal Conſequences, than the Impoſition of the S 
0 of the Croſs, or Kneeling at the Lord's Supper. Hos 
then can you think of ſubmitting to that Impoſition, 
while you eſteem it your Duty not to ſubmit 0 8 * 
theſe? As far as I can diſcern, an open Refuſal u * 
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ſubmit to that, as well as to 2beſe, is the only way 


you have to convince the World that you act in this 


Matter, upon any Principle. 


Undoubtedly, you have your Motives for acting 
thus inconfiſtently, and condemning your ſelves in that 
Thing which you allow; and the preſerving your Uſe- 


fulneſs is plainly your Motive to. it. But it is, I 


think, a RIoOve FO ſhould not own; I am ſure, 
it is not fit to be owned; for it is plainly doing 
Evil, that Good may come. And it was for this Rea- 
fon abſolutely diſowned by one of your late Preſbyte- 
rian Miniſters in Ireland, who, when the People 
there, in many Places, were going about to ſepa- 
rate from thoſe of their Miniſters who. refuſed to 
ſubſcribe the Weſtminſter Confeſſion, of whom he 
was eſteemed one of the chief, has in his Diary, as the 
Prefacer to his Sermons aſſures us, theſe Reflections, 
among others, upon the State of their Affairs, at 
that Time, and his own particular ,Concernment in 
it: The Pretence of preſerving my Uſefulneſs is 
« really a Sham. Is that to be preſerved at the Ex- 
« pence of Liberty and Truth? There is not any 
« Thing I am more in Danger of, chan the ſecret 
Influence of corrupt Motives, . eſpecially an undue 
Love of Reputation, Fear of Reproach, and the 
« Diſeſteem of Men. This puts on the Diſguiſe of 
< prudent Caution, and Care to preſerve my Uſe- 
e fulneſs in the Miniſtry ; but let me always re- 
member, that my Uſefulneſs and the Reputation 
* neceſſary to it, is to be committed to God, and 
* reſigned to Him, never to be preſerved by any ſin- 
* ful Compliances on my Part. Lord, let Integrity 
and Truth preſerve me; for I wait on thee *.”? 
So long as you continue in your preſent Senti- 


ments concerning the Miſchief of Impoſitions, and 


the Iniquity of ſubmitting to them, it would be, 


Mr. Abernetby, 8 
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Sir, in my poor Opinion, a Part becoming the$ i 
plicity of the Goſpel, and the Character of a Mi, 5 
. ſter of Jeſus Chriſt, to enter into the Sentiment 4 

this Gentleman, and to purſue a Conduct ſuitahþ 1 
thereto; that is, to refuſe Subſcription in an yy 50 

and public Manner, and, in Conſequence of tha, 5 

to quit your Stations, reſign your public Miniſty, { 

and endeayout to make yourſelves as uſeful as ju Wil 1; 

can, in ſome other way. You would be much mor 5 
uſeful than you now are, if,” leaving off your pub. k 
lic Miniſtrations, you would conform to the Chuc 2 
as Laymen (which you can do) and exhort all other ( 
to do the ſame, as the old Non-conformiſts, whon Wl ; 
you are proud to call your Forefathers, did. You s 
would then have Leiſure, and might employ you: f 
ſelves (ſuch of you as are capable) in writing ad! 
publiſhing good Books, Defences of our comma Will \ 

Chriſtianity againſt the Infidel, or of Virtue and 

Piety againſt the Libertine Writers of the Age, ou Ml ; 
in furniſhing the World with à greater Variety of Wl i 

Treatiſes, practical or devotional. And thoſe of u 
who are not ſo well qualified for theſe Services, a 
leſs inclined to ferve God in this way, might lay out : 
their Time in viſiting the Sick and Priſoners, com Wil | 

poſing Differences, exhorting, inſtructing, comfort: Wil : 


ing, admoniſhing their Neighbours, from Houſe u 
Houſe, in a private and charitative way, and pra: 
ing them in Chriſt's Stead to be Feconciled to Gul 
« This way of Paflour-preaching (as Dr. Watts hinr 
<« ſelf has obſerved and acknowledged) has ſome- 
« times done more for Chriſt and Souls in the Space 
« of a few Minutes, than the Labour of many 
« Hours and Days in the ufual Courſe of preaching 
<* from the Palpit *.” You might be alſo, in my 
Opinion, yery uſefully employed in catechetica 


Humble Attempt, p. 91. , 
| * 
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Infiructions of the younger and more ignorant ſort 
of Perſons in the Places where you live, and the 
1. neighbouring Pariſhes; I don't mean, barely, in 
0 hearing them ſay the Church-Catechiſm, which 
bl might be deemed an Employment much beneath 
1 you, and, comparatively, of ſmall Uſe; but in per- 


hat, tinent intermediate Queſtions, familiar Elucidations; 


iy ſet and formal Ex poſitions of it, in a way ſomewhat 


you like the Catecbhetical Lectures in thoſe famous Schools 


none of Antiquity at Cæſarea, Alexandria, and Hieruſalem, 
where no leſs Perſons than Pantænus, Heraclas 
| and Clemens, Dionyſius and Cyril, and the great 
Origen were the Catechiſts*. Here you might ſhine, 
as well as in the .Pulpit : Here, there would be 


Tou BH Scope for the Diſplay of your greateſt Abilities z and 
bd indeed a real Occaſion. for, and Demand of them. 


By ſerving God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this 
way, and thoſe beforementioned, your declared Re- 
ſolutions of not forſaking the Miniſtry, if you did 
make any ſuch at your, Ordination, may be thought, 


ty of Wl it is hoped, ſufficiently anſwered. And thus too 
f you you might ſoon put an End to that unneceſſary 
S, 0 Schiſm which has ſo long troubled us, and be, at 
y out Bl the ſame Time, the happy Inſtruments of bringing 
co Wl to Criſt many Souls, of ſpreading Chriſtian Know- 
nfor- Wi ledge, of reviving practical Religion, and ſerious 
le w Godlineſs in the Nation. Then you might juſtly ap- 
N, phy to yourſelves what you have thought proper to 
Cal apply to another Clergy, *<* Happy Clergy, thus to 
; line BN © facrifice all private Views of Dominion and Power 
ome- 


to the nobler Intereſts of Chriſtian Integrity and 


— Peace Þ 1” And take no Care «what ye ſball then 
man | | 


Ching * You have, annexed to Archdeacon Law's C onfiderations on 
in my i the State of the World avith Regard to the Theory of Religion, Pro 
beticl polls and a Plan for ſuch Catechetic Schools here in England, 


3 alſo the great Uſe and Neceſſity of them in this Nation is 
vgrly ſet forth, > Page 177. | 
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that of Re-ordination, for which, upon this Scheme, 


tions, &c. and then ſtanding to the Courtely ol 


they would call it, as if you bad now, at laſt, by 


| have been, now a good while, exerciſing your 


us. AVindication Nele 


ent, or what ye ſpall drink, or wherewithal ye ſod 
Be clathed. Anirgrity and Truth ſhall preſervt yu. 
Thus acting; you would be eſteemed and below 
hy ſerious Perſons of all Denominations; wh, 
doubtleſs, would cheatfully contribute, and en 
tax themſelves; for your Support and Maintenance. 
And if a public Proviſion was made for you, even 
equal to what you now receive from your Congr. 
gations, during your Lives who are already in th 
Miniſtry, or till fuch Time as you ſhould ſee Rea 
fon to comply with the Terms of iminiſterial Col. 
formity to the Church; I think you would deferve i 
And as foon as the Church ſhould fee you acting after 
this manner, I doubt not but it would, of irs owt 
mere Motion, foften the Conditions of minifterid 
Conformity, in Favour of you, and open the Doan 
to its Miniſtry fo. wide, as that few of you would 
keep long out of it. This, methinks; would be n 
ill Expedient for comprehending you within the Pal 
of the Church; for hereby, one of the main Diff: 
culties in the way of that Work would be removed, 
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there will be no need. It is much better and ſafet, 
and vaſtly more practicable than yours, which ſeems 
to be the aboliſhing, hand over head, all Subſcrip 


your People (for, comprehending you, without ben 
would be doing nothing) whether they would come 
in upon it, or not rather yet ſtand out, laughing 
at us, exulting, and triumphing in one Defeat, s 


* 23 > 8 8 e AY „ „„ 


the Force of Truth and Reaſon, compelled us t 
give up ſome Things, though there were yet en 
remaining, to keep them out of the Church, You 


Thoughts about the Methods tending to our com, 


mon Union; I wiſh you would beſtow a * : 
the 
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them upon this which I have been now propoſing. 
to you. But if, after all, you cannot be content with 
ſpreading Religion in-this private way, and nothing 
will ſatisfy but public and authoritative Preaching, 


Vet you know you may have it in ou# Church, with only 
ace, going a little way farther in your Submiſſion to Im- 
Ven poſitiohs, . than you do already, You now ſubmit to 
7 one Impoſition, and, in your Judgments, the moſt 
be 


iniquitous of all, to purchaſe the Liberty of ſerving 
God in ſeparate Congregations; why then, Sir, can 
you not ſubmit (you may do it with as good a 
Conſcience, and, I am ſure, with more Conſiſtency 
and a better Grare) to two or three more confeſſedly 
leſs hurtful, and Jo, have the Liberty of ſerving 
him in the Eſtabliſhed Church, where you might be 
indeed uſeful, provided you came in with pure In- 
tentions, and brought no Principles with you tending 
to deſtroy it. 45 | 

But to leave this Digreſſion, if it be a Digreſſion, 
and to come ſomewhat nearer the Caſe of Subſcrip- 
tion, You take upon you, Page 19. to re-ſtate the 
Queſtion concerning it, pretending I had not fairly 
and truly ſtated it. But, ſurely, you have re-ſtated 


299 it ſo, as no Caſe was ever before re-ſtated. For in- 
op ſtead of a ſhort, a plain, and ſimple State of the 
y of Queſtion, ſuch as both Parties may agree 1s the 
then precife Point in Controverſy between them (which 
you is the only right way of ſtating Queſtions and Caſes, 
* that I know of) you have given us a tireſome State 


of it, taking up pretty near a whole Page, and have 
crouded into it all the Inconveniences, Hardſhips, 


n untoward Conſequences, and Abſurdities which you 
* ſuppoſe, but we abſolutely deny, do attend that Side 


of the Queſtion I am defending. This you may call, 
if you pleaſe, debating the Queſtion, but I defire 
you would not call it, ſtating of it. 
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Your firſt Chapter I have no Concern in, it be. 
ing wholly levelled againſt the other Gentleman yoy 


Ig. have to do with, the Vindicator of the Church d 
5 N England, who, I ſee, is of Age, and able to an- 
us | ſwer for himſelf. But, in the ſecond Chapter, you 

ll. fall in with me; and here, you begin again to re. 
Th ſtate the Queſtion much as you did before, after. 


HR wards adding . Methinks, upon the firſt View 

1 e of this Queſtion, it muſt appear an extremely 
| * wonderful Thing, if God's moſt holy and in. 
WE <«& fallible Word. ſhould give the Governors of the 

1 « Church any Warrant to ſet its own: ſelf afide, 
| e and put themſelves, and their own Articles in the 
1 ce Room of it.” And a little below, * that it 
. ce ſhould authorize any Perſons to impoſe Subſcrip- 
| tion to human Creeds, as a better Teſt of Sound- 
wt « neſs in its own peculiar Doctrines, than itſelf; 
M « or give them a Power to form Articles of Faith, 
wh 4 Other than what the Word of God contains.” 
From this Repreſentation of the Queſtion, an un- 
i learned Reader will be apt to conclude, that the 
1 Church of England, in framing her Articles, and 
requiring Subſcription to them, had quite ſet aſide 
the Scripture, and ſet up thoſe Articles in open 
Rivalſhip and Oppoſition to it, and (which I mult 
$ needs confeſs would be, as you ſay, wonderful, and 
of ridiculous enough) pleaded the Authority of Scrip- 
ture itſelf for its ſo doing. For what other could 
he ſuppoſe you meant by what you call hyman Creed, 
than certain Formula's containing Doctrines of Man's 
deviſing, wrought purely out of his own Brain, with- 
out any regard to Scripture? and what, by the 
| Church's /e:1ing up theſe Creeds, as a better Teſt of 
| Soundneſs in the peculiar Doctrines of the Scripture, 
hut its preferring theſe Forms, as certainly contain- 
ing the genuine Doctrine of Chriſtianity, while it 

| 2 Page 29, 30. 
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Three Letters to a Diſſenting Gentleman. gt 
is not ſo certain that the holy Scriptures do ſo? and 
what again, by its 3 to form Articles of 
Faith other than what the Word of God contains, 
but its aſſuming to itſelf a Right to make Articles of 
Faith, beſides thoſe which we find in Scripture, and 
which have not the leaſt Foundation there? Can 
you ſay, Sir, this is nor the plain meaning of your 
Words? And yet the Truth of the Matter is no 
more than this: The. Church, deſirous that all its 
Members may be inſtructed in the true Doctrine of 
the Scriptures, and no other, has extracted from 
thence a certain Syſtem of Truths, which ſhe eſteems 
either very important in themſelves, or elſe neceſ- 


fary in regard to the Times, and has drawn them 


up with great Care and Caution in Forms as little 
liable as poſſible to be perverted, or differently. un- 
derſtood. Theſe, ſhe verily believes, perfectly agree 
with the true Senſe and Meaning of the Scripture, 


and therefore, thinks it right to require thoſe who 


would be received into her Miniſtry, and deſire to 
enjoy the Emoluments thereof, to aſſent and ſub- 
ſcribe to them, as a Teſt or Means to diſcover whe- 
ther they really are, as they pretend to be, in thoſe 
Sentiments which ſhe believes conformable to the 
Word of God, and would have inculcated upon the 


People, leaving thoſe who are in other Sentiments 


to diſpoſe of themſelves as they think fit, to enter, 
if they are ſo minded, into the Miniſtry of fome 
other Church which they like better, and to receive 
there ſuch Benefits and public Salaries as that Society 
has annexed to the Office, or as many voluntary 
Contributions as they can get. And what is there, 
Sir, in all this, that is ſo mighty culpable ? Would 
you have Intrants into the Miniſtry not be brought 
under any Engagements whatſoever ? You are wil- 
ling, I perceive, they ſhould be obliged to ſub- 
(cribe the Scriptures ; and that ſurely is ſome Abridg- 
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ment of their Liberty, how little Security ſoever 
it may afford you of their Orthodoxy. Would you 
deſire of them no other Evidence or Diſcovery of 
their Principles, than this will give you? Excuſe 
me, Sir, I can ſcarcely believe jt; You do indeed 
ſay, p. 39. * The Scriptures I receive as a Divine 
« Revelation..-By theſe, and no other, will J ever 
dc om, examine thoſe who apply to me; to re 
* ceive my Aſſiſtance, in recommending them to 
© God for the Work of the Miniſtry. All who 
receive theſe, as the Rule of their Faith, and 


live by them, as the Rule of their Morals— ! 


S- will, if other Qualifications are not wanting, wil- 
* lingly receive into the Miniſtry. And this I de- 
“ clare without Exception of any Denomination, 
&*.or Party of Chriſtians, whatſocver.“ It js a no- 
ble and generous Reſolution, I muſt needs ſcy, and 
ſhews you are no Bigot. But are you really in car- 
neſt? Or do you verily think you could keep to 
this Reſolution, if you were to be tried, in a few 
Inſtances ?- Lay then your Hand upon your Heart, 
and plainly tell me, if (ſuppoſing me a Layman, 
and you had no Objection to me, in Point of Learn- 


* 


ing or Morals) you ſhould like to lay it on my 
Head, to ordain me, with all my preſent Princt- 


ples, your Succeſſor in your Meeting, in caſe you 
were diſpoſed to reſign it, and I to receive from you 


that Honour? Would you conſent to fill the Preſ- 
-bytcrian Churches, there in London, with public 
Teachers of every Sect and Denomination in Chril- 
tendom, which owns the Scripture to be the Rule 


of their Faith, and would ſubſcribe to it? Would 
you lend your Aſſiſtance to ordain a Lutheran for 


one of your Meetings, a Calviniſt for another, for a 


third an Antinomian, Moravian, or Methodiſt, tor 
a fourth a Pelagian, an Arian for a fifth, for a ſixth 


a Cophte, Armenian, or Jacobite, and a Papiſt for a 
| ſcvench, 
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ſ-yenth, provided only he would declare the holy 
Scriptures were the Rule of his Faith, tho', at the 
ſame Time, he ſhould alſo openly declare, he 
thought all the Doctrines and Practices of Popery 
really were, as, you know, moſt of them are pre- 
tended to be, found there? Is this the Situation to 
which you would reduce the Churches? I confeſs, 
you do intimate it would be proper to ask them 
theſe Queſtions, or the like; „ Do you believe, 
« there is one God, and one Mediator between God 


 «& himſelf a Ranſom for all? That it is a faithful 

e Saying, and worthy of all Acceptalion, that Chriſt 
(you ſhould have ſaid Chriſt Zeſus ;, for by drop- 
„ping that Word, you have made it a Form of 
« Man's deviſing) that he came into the World 10 
« ſave Sinners? That He is the Saviour of all Men, 
* but eſpecially of them that believe? That he has 
&* aboliſhed Death, and brought Life and Immorta- 
« lity to Light through the Gofpel ?** And you think 
that the examining of them by ſuch Queſtions would 
give all the Satisfaction that could be reaſonably de- 
manded. If it would ſatisfy you, you are ſoon ſa- 
tisfied. It would be, perchance, as you ſay, “ a 
fufficient Teſt whether they were Jews or Chri- 
& ſtians;è but it would not diſcover what Sort of 
Chriſtians they were. It might be alſo ſome Teſt 
« whether they would, or rather were likely to preach 


concerning Chriſt, or ſome other Doctrine,“ that 
of Moſes, or Mahowet, for Inſtance; but what 
dert of Goſpel it would be, ſuch Queſtions, with 
_ their bare Anſwers, Yes, or No, would never, with 
any Probability, diſcover. Some of thoſe Texts 
you know) are oppoſed to the Socinian Doctrine, 
and are thought by you (I ſuppoſe) and by me, to 
e | 

| D 3  _ over- 


« aud Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus ? That he gave 


* the Goſpel of Chriſt,” that is, ſomething or other 
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Phraſes wherein any Scripture Doctrine can be truh 
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overthrow itz but a Socinian is not to be ſo detect. 
ed. There is not one ſuch, as you have Reaſon 
to believe, upon the Face of God's Earth, who 
would not aniwer affirmatively to ſuch Queſtions, 
and twenty Times as many, that ſhould be asked 
him, in the preciſe Words and Phraſes of Scrip- 
ture; not one, who would not declare, in as ſolemn 
a Manner as you pleaſe, and ſubſcribe to it, if you 
deſire it, that he firmly believes Feſus Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, and to give himſelf a 
Ranſom for all Men. But if you ſhould put him 
upon explaining himſelf, and bid him tell you, what 
Ideas he has of, and what he means by the Words 
Save and Ranſom, (which you muſt do, before his 
Sentiments can be known) do you not plainly ſee, 
this is putting him upon making à Confeſſion of his 
Faith in Words of human Invention and Compoſition? 
And might not you as well require him to ſubſcribe 
an Article of the Church of England, or any Que: 
ſtion and Anſwer in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm ? 

You ſeem to ſpeak, as if an Article of Faith, 
when delivered in any other Phraſe than that of 
Scripture, becomes thereby an Article other than 
what the Word of God contains; as if there was, in 
the whole Compaſs of Language, only one Set of 


expreſſed, bat only wherein it is expreſſed in Scrip- 
ture, or, as if the Words and Phraſes of Scripture, 
not the inward Senſe and Meaning, were the Doc- 
trine of Scripture, If it be ſuch a perilous Attempt 
to expreſs any Chriſtian Truth, and to deliver it 
out in other Forms of Expreſſion than thoſe which 
we find in the ſacred Writings, I wonder you ate 
not afraid to preach, upon any Article of Faith 
and Religion, or any Point of Chriſtian Morality, 
to your Congregation, in any other Way than by 
collecting and digeſting, under proper Heads, 755 

| ERS 
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Texts of the Bible, and then leaving them, with- 
out the leaſt Expoſition or Deſcant of your own, to 
their private Meditations, I think, Sir, you have 
rubliſhed a ſhort Catechiſm, and in that have gi- 
ven a human Explication of a human Creed, I 
mean, have expounded the Apoſtles Creed, as it 1s 
commonly called, in Words of your own deviling. 
I marve] how you came to do ir, and could. be 55 
forgetful of Jour own Principles, as thus to "pee 
upon the Belief of Babes, who receive implicitly 
all you fay, ſuch a Heap of Human Articles of Faith, 
other than what the Word of God contains, Nor can 
I account to myſelf how, pon your Principles, you 
can venture, if you ever do, to read to your Con- 
gregation a Chapter in the Biþle, of the Engliſb 
Tranſlation, or in any Language beſides the He- 
brew and Greek Originals, eſpecially under the No- 
tion of its being not the Word of Man, but the 
Word of God. For you know, Sir, the Words of 
our, or any other Tranſlation are not the Words of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that our Tranſlators were as 
fallible, as our Creed- makers. It may be, you will 
lay, you do not ſubſcribe to the Exgliſb Tranſlation 
of the Bible which you read, or to the Sermons you 
preach ro your Congregation, nor yet to the Doc- 
trines wherein you inſtruct your little Catechumens, 
as the Doctrines of Feſus Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. 
That is true; tho), it is to be hoped, you would not 
ſeruple to ſubſcribe either your Sermons, or your 
Catechiſm, or an Engliſb Tranſlation of the Bible. 
But if you do not ſubſcribe them, you may as well 
do That, as what you do do, For it is every way 
as lawſul, warrantable, and fafe, to declare, and 

ut your Hand to it, that you believe, if you do 

lieve, any Form of Words, prepared for you, to 
contain a Doctrine agreeable to Scripture, as it is 
to inſtruct a Number of Youth, or, in a public 
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5 authoritative Way, a, Congregation, aſſembled to- 
i gether to hear the Word of God from your Mouth, 
i in the ſame Form of Words, or in any other d 
i} your own deviſing, and to aſſure them that the 
TH Doctrine by you delivered is the genuine Doctrine 
of the holy Scriptures :. Suppoſe, Sir, you was 
preaching upon the Subject of any one of our Arti. 
cles, the ninth, for Example, concerning Original 
Sin, and ſhould quote the Words of that Article: 
Would you make any Scruple immediately to add 
'—Thbis 1 verily believe is the Doctrine concernin 
Original or Birth Sin, which the holy Scriptures hall 
forth to us, and heartily ſubſcribe to it ? And if you 
would not ſcruple to ſay this in the Face of a wor- 
ſhipping Aſſembly, fitting before you to be in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of Chriſt, you muſt be 
very whimſical to raiſe any Difficulty, or to think 
it any Grievance, to make, in Writing, (which 
with every honeſt Man goes no farther than his 
1 Word) a Declaration of the ſame Thing, at the 
bh carr Ras, 1. 

Bur, I ſuppoſe, the great Burthen and Grievance is 
that Subſcription is required under a Penalty, as 
you are pleaſed to call it: That is, the Advantages 

and Emoluments of the Church are not to be had 
without it, and that after a Man, by Subſcription, 
has entitled himſelf to, and got Poſſeſſion of them, 
he is liable to be turned out, if. he afterwards ap- 
2 Thus in your Catechiſm, pag. 3. you aſſure your Catechu- 
mens, hat the Creed called the Apoſtles is a Summary of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and agreeable to the pure Doctrine of tbe Apoſtles. 
This is tantamount to ſubſcribing it. Nay, having ſet your 
Name to your Catechiſm, you may truly be ſaid to have ſub- 
ſcribed this, and every other Propoſition contained in it. For 
when you ſubſcribe the Articles, what do you more than you 
have done here, 7. e. declare your Belief that thoſe Articles are 
true, and agreeable to the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, or the holy 


Scriptures, and ſet your Name to it? Is not this now a mighty 
Matter to make ſuch a Stir about? 
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pears to have forſaken the Sentiments he had before 
TW embraced, and made Profeſſion of, and takes a lit- 
tle Liberty openly and pudblic'y to contradict them. 

I find you eſteem this a great Hardſhip, and I ſup- 


well as many other Things you do. You ſhould 
have my Leave to call it a Hardſhip, or even a 
| Perſecution, if you were to be forced into the Ser- 
vice of the Church, and compelled to ſubſcribe its 
Articles, under the Penalty of being: kept out of 
your Patrimonies, loſing Houſes or Lands, or any 
other Thing ro which you had a natural or legal 
Right. But your being refuſed to be admitted to the 
Patrimony of the Church, or being deprived of it, 
becauſe either you never would embrace the Sentt- 
ments of the Church, or have forſaken them, you 
may call any thing you can think of, almoſt as pro- 
perly as a Penalty. It is from the Knowledge the 
Church has, by Means of Subſcription, of the reli- 
gious Sentiments of thoſe who aſpire to its Offices 
or Preferments, and the Preſumption, from thence 
ariſing, that they will embue the People committed 
to their Care with the ſame, that induces the Church 
to beſtow its Emoluments upon them ; and they 
accept its Emoluments upon theſe Terms. This is 
tne Bargain. But if the Bargain is broken on their 
Parts, and the Church deprived of thoſe wholeſome 
Inſtructions which it ſtipulated for, and poiſonous 
Doctrines are infuſed in the room of them, neither 
Reaſon nor Equity will permit that ſhe ſhould be 
held to her Engagements; nor can they, with any 
Modeſty, pretend to hold its Preferments any long- 
er, than they are willing to promote thoſe Services 
for which they were given them. 7] 

Pray, tell me, Sir, is not the Caſe pretty much 
the ſame in your own Churches? Are your Sub- 
(riptions to be come at any other Way than by giv- 


poſe allo a Perſecution; and you may call it fo, as 
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nion, it cannot be. I am of another Opinion, tha 
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ing ſome Proof and Satisfaction that you have en 
braced the religious Sentiments, and 20“ obſery 
the Ways of the Congregation which they ti 
from? And if any one of you ſhall renounce tu 
diſcriminating Doctrines, or the peculiar Practices 
the Sect which the Congregation profeſſes to adhy: 
to, will they continue their Contributions any longer! 
How many.Inſtances have we had, within the lf, 
twenty or thirty Years, of Miniſters, who have bech 
diſmiſſed, or, in your harſh Language, bid to depart 
into Beggary and Jails a, on ſuch Accounts! And 
do you eſteem this an unreaſonable Proceeding ? Dy 
you call it Perſecution ? Yes, perhaps the Gentk 
man who ſuffers, his Relations, and a few more of hi 
particular Friends and Partiſans, who know little df, 
and leſs regard, the Peculiarities of any of you 
Sects, but think all your Churches very good 


Churches, ſo long as they diſſent from the Eftabliſh- Wh a 
ed: Theſe, in all likelihood, will call it fo. But! 
ſuppoſe all others hold it a juſt and reaſonable P 
ceeding, and a neceſſary Means to preſerve the Pu- Wi ti 
rity of your Churches. | d 


I hope it will now be thought I have fairly x. 
moved the Difficulties and Inconveniences with which t. 
you affect to embarraſs the Queſtion; and proceed Bil 
to the Queſtion itſelf, It is, or ſhould be fimply t 
this, Whether Subſcription to explanatory Artis Bl 
of Faith (ſuppoſe the thirty-nine Articles of the t 
Church of Exgland) as a Qualification, or, more pro 
perly ſpeaking, as a Proof or Evidence of any ones 
Qualification for Admiſſion into the Chriftian Mink 
fry, be juſtifiable. You think it is not, unlet 
can be juſtified by Scripture, which, you are of Op- 


it may be juſtified from thence, if it really wanted, 
as it does not, that fort of Juſtification, It is ſuff- 
2 Page 25. 
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jent y warranted by the Nature and Neceſſity of the 
Erling. In your own Churches, I am ſure, there 


nie are ſome Things, in the very Affair of Ordination, 
» the hich you obſerve to do, without pretending any 
ed d cripture- Direction for, and only, becauſe the plain 
dhe: Reaſon and Nature of the Things ſeem to require 
ger! them. 1 will name you one: It is the Examination 
and Probation of the Candidates in point of Learn- 
ben ing, and the Manner wherein that Examination is 
pan performed. Can you ſhew me, Sir, any Canon of 
And Cbriſt, or his Apoſtles, directing you-to put them 
Do to that Teſt, and to manage it juſt in the Manner 
ente. you do, by trying (ſuppoſe) their Skill in the ori- 
of his gina! Languages of the Bible, and their Knowledge 
le of, n the ſeveral Parts of Theology, either by Interro- 
your Wl gatories put to them, or by ordering them to fit 
good down, and to draw up in Writing their Senſe of 
bliſh- any given Subject. Do you remember, Sir, any 
But | Text bidding you examine them either of theſe 
Pro Ways, for the Trial of their Learning and Erudi- 
e P.: tion, or indeed examine them at all? No; but you 
do it, becauſe it is requiſite, in the Nature of the 
yen: Thing, that Teachers ſhould have Knowledge, and 
which that choſe who conſtitute them ſuch ſhould receive 
roceed proper Satisfaction, from ſome Trial and Examina- 
imply tion of them, that they have the Knowledge that is 
rticks WF requiſite ; and the particular Form of this Examina- 
of the ton, I dare ſay, you think ought to be left to your 
e pro: on Prudence and Diſcretion, Now 1 don't ſee 


but the Trial of their Orthodoxy will ſtand upon 
the ſame footing, That Teachers ſhould be found 
leſs k and uncorrupt in their Doctrine is, at leaſt, as ne- 
f Op Bi <*flary as that they ſhould have Knowledge, Abi- 
1, that BW ity, and Sufficiency to teach it, And from thence 
antec, WW it will follow, that thoſe who ere to conſtitute and 
s ſuff· BN erdain them Teachers ſhould be ſatisfied, upon the 

Evidence of ſome kind of Teſt, that they are ſound 
| | and 
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and uncorrupt in it. But what that Teſt ſhall h 
whether aſſenting and ſubſcribing to the Truth a 
the Words of Scripture, or of certain Formula 
as being agreeable thereto, may as well be leſt y 
human Prudence and Diſcretion, as what Teſt q 
the Learning and Theological Knowledge they ſuul 
be put to. And I much queſtion, if any Proteſtat 
Church has ever uſed its Power to impoſe Teſt 
Orthodoxy fo ill, as fome Triers amongſt us of th 
Grace, Knowledge, and Utterance of Miniſters ax 
well known to have uſed thoſe unlimited Powe 
they were intruſted with. | 
Notwithſtanding I ſpeak, Sir, after this Manner, 
I would not have you think, and I muſt deſire you 
not to tell your Friend to whom you addreſs'you 
Book, now again as you did before * ; * that ht 
* ſhould ſee me honeſtly confeſſing I had no Seip 
ture Warrant for my Doctrine of Subſcription. 
For though I may be ſaid to have honefly confeſſi 
(by Implication) I had no Scripture- Precept for Sub- 
ſcription to human Formularies agreeable to Scrip 
ture (and I hope you will as honeftly- confeſs you have 
none for Subſcription to all the Canonical Books 
that then were, or ſhould afterwards be written) 
yet I never ſaid, I had no Scripture Warrant for 
it; for a Scripture Precept, and Scripture Yarra! 
are, as I take it, very difterent Things; and any 
Practice may properly be, and 7s often faid, both 
by you and us, to have the Warrant and Authority 
of Scripture, if it either flows by a juſt and rational 
Deduction from ſome Scripture Principle, or is ev: 
dently contained in ſome general Precept, or if f 
appears from thence to have been an approved Ob- 
ſervance in the Church of God, though the Serip 
ture has not given, in ſo many Words, any exprels 
Order, or formal Direction for it. I could name 
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Lou many ſuch, but ſhall put you in mind of only 
"ne, whereof you yourſelf have honeſtly confeſſed as 
nuch. * Lou hope, you ſay, the numerous Ex- 


— « amples of Standing at Prayer, brought by the 
et “diſlenting Gentleman from the holy Scriptures, 
1 will juſtify you,” i. e. will be your Warrant for 
em ing the ame Poſture, without ever pretending you 
efts gave any Injunction, or Precept for it. 


If the holy Scriptures do injoin ſome Trial and 
Probation of the Faith and Principles of thoſe who 
offer themſelves for the Miniſtry, though without 
etermining the preciſe Manner wherein this Trial 
nd Probation ſhall be made, we cannot ſay it is 
eftitute of all Scripture Warrant and Authority. 


re You TY 

My But what we muſt lay is, that the Thing is war- 

at anted, and ſomething more than warranted by 
Scripture, and the Manner only left to the Prudence 


tion » ef Church Governors, to be determined by them, 
neu. the State of Religion, the Riſe and Growth of 
r Sub. lereſies, the Principles of Perſons, and other Cir- 


cumſtances ſhall direct. This was my Reaſoning in 
the Appendix you undertake to Anſwer. But as you 
have been pleaſed to miſrepreſent and diſguiſe it in 
ritten) Noch an extraordinarx and ſurpriſing Manner as one 
nt for ball ſcarcely meet with in any other controverſial 
arrom Writing, I will here tranſcribe the whole Paſſage, 
ind place it once more before your Eyes, that you 
ny re. conſider it, and your Manner of treating it. 
My Words are: | | 

Sometimes wwe are aſked, What Directions there 


jonal 
: evi- ein Scripture concerning Miniſters ſubſcribing Ar- 
or if it Ne of Faith, and what Warrant and Authority 
my have there for ſuch a Practice. Why, the Scrip- 
Script require Ministers to take heed to their Po- 
xprek tine, to ſhew Uncorruptneſs in it, and to hold 
tie Myſtery of Faith in a good Conſcience ; and 


joat the Church may have ſome Aſſurance of their 
omg 
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doing ſo, ordain that they be firſt proved, and th 
| admitted to their Office being found blameleſs, 1 7p 
; ii. 10. where the Apoſtle plainly intimates, a 
| even 1 oins ſome Trial and Probation of tboſe nh 
are to be advanced to the Miniſtry, as well in ref. 
rence to their holding the Myſtery of Faith, a6 
their keeping a good Conſcience. But the Form ul 
Method of Probation not being determined, thiti 
evidently left to the Determinations of human Pn. 
dence, and the Diſcretion of Church Governnr, 
And then, the Subſcription Way, I gueſs, may eu 
Prudently taken as any other, This is what I ff, 
and all I fay, upon the Head. And is thereny 
common Senſe in it? Is there any thing deſerving 
that Contempt, that Flood of Ridicule which ya 
have poured upon it? | 
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[i Scripture there quoted, that I make none at all, a 
# | only take them for my Ground, a proper Baſis a 
1 Foundation for the Argument that follows to tl 
upon, as you will plainly fee, if you will but bt 
pleaſed to caſt your Eyes once more upon the Fu 
fage I have placed before you. | | 
«Timothy, according to St. Paul's Exhortalith 
« and other Miniſters of the Goſpel are to take be 
« to their Dofrine :* Ergo (cry you, and wou 
I have your Reader believe it is my Inference 

Cburch Governors are to take care of Timothy, i 


Tage 33. « þf 


354 f 6! 
8 [| el firſt mention (you ſay) ſome Texts of a giſt 
UE „ neral Nature, and tell you, the Scriptures W 
1 « quire Miniſters t take heed to their Do#trine, Mu 
#1 « few Uncorruptneſs in it, and to hold the MH 
0 « of Faith in a good Conſcience“ * So far you 
Lt right. But what mean, Sir, thoſe Ergo's and -n 
1 ferences that follow? Would you put them off Ei 
. mine? You plainly intend it; yet I am fo far front 
| making ſuch Inferences from the three Paſſages 0M 
1 0 
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hit Doctrine for him. I agree with you, this is 
o Conſequence; but at the ſame Time, I affirm, it 


no Inconſiſtency. A Miniſter of the Goſpel may 
e very properly admoniſhed to take heed to his Do- 
1: erine, and a ſuperior Paſtor may have a Right to 
ook after it too, and to ſee that it be uncorrupt; un- 
mess you will ſay, that when we ſend our Sons to the 
that i niverſity or Academy, and bid- them take heed of 
P. their Behaviour there, we thereby diſcharge the Tutors 
nou, Wand Governors from having any Care and Concern 
y be vs bout it. | 1285 


l i, In like Manner you ſay, I tell you, that the 
re not A Scriptures require Miniſters to ſhew-TRcorruptneſs in 
erving F beir Doctrine. And preſently you add — Now for 
ch u M.. bites Inferencss s. And then comes another 

of your Ergo's, which you would have underſtood 
fag eo be mine. Neither content with repreſenting me 
ures ws reaſoning, in this fooliſh and abſurd Manner, 
"ine, ¶ upon thoſe Scriptures which I do indeed mention, 
M but without reaſoning at all upon, you take a Li- 
you art berty to produce three other Scriptures, though I - 
never mention them, tacking an Ergo alſo (plainly 
off f intended, as well as the former, to paſs for mine) 
ar fon to each of them, and then cloſe all with theſe 
ages d Expreſſions of ſovereign Contempt: — The Force 
all, ef ſach Demonſtration who can refit |” — You 
alis ui thought yourſelf, doubtleſs, extremely <witty in cook- 
m7 up for me this Heap of nonſenſical Reaſoning ; 
but you had been vier to have let your Cookery 
alone, having burnt your own Fingers by it. The 
ridiculous Repreſentation you have given of m 
Manner of arguing is carried fo far, and work'd up 
o high; that it muſt raiſe, in every ſenſible Rea- 
der, a Suſpicion of unfair Dealing, and excite in 
him a Curioſity to ſee with his own Eyes whether 
be was to admire my Logic or the Honeſty and In- 
lenuity of my Adverſary. 
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Look, Sir, look once again, Tentreat you, uy 
the Paſſage which you make ſuch a mighty a 
with, and you will find I draw no Inferences, ny 
uſe any Reaſonings at all, but only upon the fr. 
gle Text of 1 Tim. iii. 10. And let theſe alſo ii 
be proved, and then let them uſe the Office of a Du 
con, being found blameleſs. And I am not convinced 
by all you have ſaid, either to me or to the Vindics 
tor (for it happens, that we.reaſon upon it in the 
ſame Manner) that our Reaſoning is not right. You | 
think that the Examination here ſpoken of relates 
to their Morals, and not their Faith *. Surely, Sir, 
to both. For the Examination was to be, whethet 
they held the Myſtery of the Faith, that is, as you 
you yourſelf explain it, Chriſtian Principles, will 
à good Conſcience, And how was this Trial to be 
made? You lay, ** by the unanimous Teſtimony of the 

* whole Church or Congregation in their Favour," 

which is, doubtleſs, a good Way to diſcover, i 
their Lives have been blameleſs, but, ſurely, a very 
: : improper and uncertain Way to come at the Knoy- 
0 ledge of their Faith and Principles. Ovros 9 (ſays 
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I} the Apoſtle) JoryuxtroFwony Tewlov, la draxovelurn; 
HE | evtyxArlo oilec. The Word Jounetetwony plainly in 
PH timates a formal Trial and Probation, ſuch as that 
IF of Gold by the Touch-ſtone. And ſo our Tranſl 
| 9 | tors underſtood it, as is plain by their rendring it 
If proved, and not approved or allowed of. But it no 


ſuch thing had been intimated by that Expreſſion, 
the whole Verle is a formal Injunction of it. Thet 
Faith or religious Principles were to be firſt examin 
ed, their Lives canvaſſed ; this being done, and 
ending to Satisfaction, they were to be put ino 
their Office. | 

The Queſtion now will be, In what Form and 
Manner this Trial was to be made. But 7þis tie 
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ptures, for all you are ſo confident, have no 
where determined. They don't tell us, whether it 
ſhall be by ſubſcribing the entire Volume of the 
Bible in the original Languages, or a fallible Tran- 
lation of it, antient or modern, or a Creed purely 
{criptural, or whether it ſhall be by anſwering Inter- 
rogatories in the Words of Scripture, fuch as thoſe 
by you propoſed and taken Notice of above, or whe- 
ther by ſigning a Confeſſion of Faith, drawn up in 
our own Words, and delivering it in to the Or- 
dainers, or pronouncing it openly before the Con- 
gregation, as the general Way amongſt you is; or, 
as we do, by ſubſcribing a well-known Form, pre- 
pared by the Church for that Purpoſe. My New 
Teſtament, I own, tells me nothing of all this“. 
If your*s has in it any Text, expreſsly determining 
which of theſe Ways the Paſtors and Governors of 
the Church are to take, in order to diſcover the 
Faith and religious Opinions of the Candidates, 
you had done well to have pointed it out to me, and 
my Fellow-Labourer, as it pleaſes you to call him, 
waom ge are ferry (you ſay) to find / i acquainted 
with our Bibles, as not to know it. You may ſay, 
and repeat it too, as you do, twenty times over, or 
as much oftener as you pleaſe, that the Rule of Trial 
' unalterably fixed Þ, and that the one only autho- 
rized Teſt of Soundneſs in the Faith are the ſound 
Hcras of Chrift e, and all the while ſay nothing. For 
tat is not the Point in Queſtion, though you affect 
to make it appear ſo. But the Point is, whether the 
deriptures have ſaid, which of the Ways beforemen- 
tioned is the molt rational, and likely to be the 
Natt effectual, in all Caſes and Circumſtances, to 
Glover the Soundneſs of Mens Sentiments in the 
raith of Chriſt, and, whether the Holy Ghoſt has 
aplicitely and preciſely determined which of them 
Page 61, e * __ © Page 65. 


* T2 


A a 55 k 5 — 2 FATS 
SS 2 £ 2 — 
r — "4 — 
r 
— * © * 6 - = — 


N 
„ 
+ Ps 


—— Orb 4 9 - 7” is * — es * — 
„ r . „ Apr 
1 


— l 
N 


c. (K 


* 
2 2 he * 1 


# 
* 

4 

a 

0 

1. : . 
: 


r 5 


r 


ts edits 


66 AVINDICATION of the 


the Paſtors and Governors of the Church ſhall maß: 
uſe of, to that End. Will you preſume to fay, h: 
has: Pray, tell me where? 

You ſeem to have taken it, I know not how, into 
your Head, that the ſubſcribing Articles of Faith 
and Religion, conceived in other than the precif 
Words of God, is ſetting aſide the Word of God, 
as the Rule of Faith, and ſubſtituting another Rule 
inſtead of it. Not, Sir, I hope, when the Word 
of God is expreſsly mentioned and pointed at, 2 
the Rule of Faith, in the very Form of Subſcription, 
which with us is the Caſe, as the 36th Canon, if 
you turn to it, will plainly ſhew you. When you 
and I ſubſcribed the Articles of the Church of Ex. 
land (for I ſuppoſe you have ſubſcribed them, and 
beg your Pardon for the Wrong done you, if you 
have not) did not we ſubſcribe them, not ſimply a 
Verities, but as Verities agreeable to the Word if 
God, and by ſo doing, plainly recognized the Word 
of God, as the Rule of our Faith, and the ſupreme 
Teſt of Orthodoxy *? How then could you tay, 2 


When you make a Confeſſion of your Faith at your Ordinz 
tions, you do not ordinarily recognize the Word of God as the 
Rule of your Faith, in ſo particular and expreſs a Manner as wt 
do, in our Subſcription to the Articles, on the like Occaſion. 
We acknowledge, in Terms, thit al and every the Articles cu 
tained in that Book are agreeable to the Word of God, while you 
often, if not commonly, content yourſelves with only ſay ing, 
This 1 believe, and I believe that, and, perhaps, in the Cloſe, 
All this 1 believe, without telling us, whether you believe it, ® 
agreeable to God's Word, or whether upon the Authority of te 
Tradition of the Church, or the Evidence of your own Reaſon 
ings on the Matter. Yet, it being well known, that you, # 
well as we, do avow the Word of God to be the Rule of you! 
Faich, though, on this Occafion, you do not mention it as ſucl. 
nor ſay (as we do with reſpect to the Articles) that you believt 
your Confeſſion, and every Part of it to be agreeable thereto, | 
ſhould think it a very unfair and diſingenuous thing to charge y® | 
with ſetting aſide the Scripture as the Rule of Faith, and ſetting 
up your own Conſeſſious, or any thing elſe in the room of it. 


you 
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make 


y, ke you do, “that though they who drew up Creeds, | 
| « 2nd form Articles of Faith, agreeing, in the beſt j 

„ Int « of their Judgments, with the Doctrine of Scri- 

Faith « pture, may be ſaid indeed to make the Scripture 


Yrecie the Rule of heir own Faith, yet when they make [ 
God, ( the Belief of theſe their Articles and Creeds ne- | 
Rule « ceſſary to the Admiſſion of others into the Com- | 
Word BR munion or Miniſtry of the Church, - they plainly 
at, 3 © lay afide the infallible Rule of Scripture, as the 
ption, « Rule of Judgment, and exclude it as a pope and 
on, if Wl © ſufficient Teſt of Soundneſs in the Faith, and, in 
n yor Fact, declare their own fallible Interpretation of it 
Eg. % be a better and ſurer Teſt*,” How: could 
and vou, Sir, allow yourſelf to throw out ſuch a Sug- | 
if you Wi £fftion as this, when you plainly ſee there is as great | 
ply a: WM * Regard to the holy Scriptures, as the Rule of 
ord of WR Faith, and Standard of Orthodoxy, in ſubſcribing 
Word WW the Articles, as you ſuppoſe there to have been, in 
preme the c ompiling of them ? | 
ay, a Well then, we have ſeen that though the Word 

of God does, in general, direct ſome Trial and Exa- 


Ordic vation of thoſe who would be aſſumed into the 
| " _ Imiſtry, as to the Soundneſs of their Faith, it has 
r a8 | 


ven no Orders that are ſpecial and preciſe con- 


ccaſion. 3 : l 

cles con- ccrning the Way of doing it. In this Caſe, what is 
ile you be done ? Is nothing to be done, becauſe we are 
. ot particularly told what ? Is it thus, do you 


e, WM God meant the general Directions he has 
of the ven us in Scripture ſhould be obſerved ? Is it not 


Reaſon: ar more rational to conclude, he meant to leave the 


ut Governors of his Church to determine that Mat- 


a« fuck, , according to the Reaſon and Nature of the 
| believe hing, and to pitch upon this or that Method, as 
ereto, | Times and Circumſtances ſhall require, as Hereſies 
y or more numerous, or as the Honeſty and | 
ir. -.mplicity, or the cunning Craftineſs of Men makes 
you Page 32. 
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It proportionably more or lefs difficult to diſcoye 
their Sentiments. And whatever Way they {hal 
eſteem moſt expedient, and accordingly reſolve upon, 
may be as properly faid to have the Warrant d 
Scripture, as an Order of Council, which his Mz 
jeſty ſhall be, by an Act of Parliament, enabled u 
"Ny make, on certain particular Occaſions and Emergen, 
| | cies, can be ſaid to be warranted and authorized! by 
$3 the Laws of the Land. 

| I think I bave now given every thing materia, 
which you have advanced againſt me, due Conlide- 
ration. For I conceive not myſelf concerned in you 
long Chapter of Collections from the Antients, in 
order to ſhew, that Subſcription was nõt the Pri 
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! ö tice of the Primitive Church, having never touched 
3 upon that Head : Nor yet in your following ha- 
153 pter concerning the Practice of foreign Proteſtants 
4 fhnce you have « expreſsly, or by Implication, granted 
j the Points contended for, unleſs, perchance, we 
Lil muſt jay, that to my general Aſſertion, that gl! the 
0. Proteſtant Churches beyond the Seas prove the Fail) 
Fin of their Candidates for the Miniſtry, by SuBſcription! 
? f or Oaths, or both *, you make an Exception of 
$1 few Towns in Switzerland, which do not now (you 
+ lay) require any < Subſcription. You make a might) 
! Flouriſh both in your Title-Page and Book, wil 


the excellent Speech of the R everend and learned Job. 
Alphonſs Turretize to the Leſſer Council at Geneva 
previous to the aboliſhing the Subſcription to the ror 
mula Conſenſus there, which, in your Opinion, boli; 
up to the Eſtabliſhed Church, and to all the fevers! 
Denominations of Prote Nanis among ft us, a Mod. 
worthy the copying after. A better Model, I confeß 
[i than your Caje of Subſeription: This, I dare lay 
— you might have held up as long as you had plcaled, 
1] before the Proteſtant Churches, or Mr. Turretin 
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himſelf, would have copied after it. For he plainly 


appears, in this very Speech, to have been in Sen- 
timents very different from yours. You are for 
aboliſhing all Subſcription even to neceſſary Articles 
of Faith; but the Rector of the Academy of Ge- 
neva excuſes the Reſolution of their Society to abo- 
liſh Subſcription to their Formula Conſenſus, by al- 
ledging the No- Importance of the Matters con- 
tained in it. In almoſt every Page, he is inculcat- 
ing this upon his Audience, and putting them in 
mind, that all Sides have avowed them to be Qye- 
ſions of an indifferent Nature, and no ways eſſential 
to Salvation ; and declares, that * if they had 
« thought theſe were among the eſfentfil Things, 
« they could not have approved, that every one 
« ſhould be permitted to embrace what Sentiments 
« in Reference to them he pleaſed *. He alſo ju- 
ſtifies their Reſolution upon account of the extreme 
Difficulty and Obſcurity of thoſe Points, many 
of them ſuch (he ſays) as are abſolutely impoſli. 
ble to be decided“; and yet, after all, is wil- 
ling, „for the Sake of Peace and Union amongſt 
e themſelves, as well as Uniformity in the Manner 
« of their Inſtruction, that the Doctrine of the Con- 
* ſenſus ſhall be the only one that is taught, and 


\ © that they who are of contrary Sentiments ſhall 


not be allowed to teach them.“ And let me far- 
ther obſerve, he was ſo far from preſſing, as you do, 
the laying aſide all Teſts of Orthodoxy, that he 
takes Notice, more than once, of a Confeſſion of 
Faith they had, and were obliged by Promiſe to 
conform to. And I hope you will allow, a verbal 
Promiſe, on ſo ſolemn an Occaſion as being received 
into the Miniſtry, and as a Condition requiſite 
thereto, to be as ſtrong a Tie upon an honeſt Man, 
and as real an Abridgment of his Liberty, as an 
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70 AVINDICATION of the 

Aſſurance under his Hand- writing. When you had 
this Model lying before you, which you eſteem ſo 
excellent a one, and ſo earneſtly recommend to all 
Proteſtants, you ſhould, methinks, your felf, have 
copied after it. And had you done fo, had you been 
content with inculcating the ſame moderate Senti- 
ments he does, you might, perchance, have been 


| liſtened to. 


And, methinks, Sir, it would have been right 
too, to have given your Reader the Hiſtory and Con. 
tents of this ſame Conſenſus, explained the Motives 
for laying aſide Subſcription to it, and ſhewn how 


it became neceſſary, as the Orator ſuggeſts, for the 


Peace of the Church and Academy, that they ſhould 
do ſo. But, I ſuppoſe, it was not for your Purpoſe 
to give him more Light than you needs muſt, or 
than the Oration itſelf afforded, into thoſe Matters, 


From ſome Paſſages thereof it ſhould ſeem that the 


Conſenſus is chiefly an Aſſertion of the ſublapſarian 
Opinions a, which being now generally exploded 
there, and the contrary Doctrine, by the great Ma- 


Jority, embraced (which Change in their Sentiment, 


if Jam rightly informed, has been chiefly owing to 
Mr. Turretine himſelf) they grew weary (and no 
Wonder) of ſubſcribing to Forms, containing Do- 
ctrines ſo oppoſite to their private Judgments; and 
ſo, for the Peace of the Society (which, the Orator 
tells us, was like to be diſturbed, and put into a 
Ferment, on a thouſand Occaſions, particularly, 
when any one was to be received into the Miniſtry, 
who ſhould refuſe to ſubſcribe bd) and for the Quiet of 
their own Conſciences, and to open a wider Door 

a | have not ſeen the Conſenſus; but we are told there is one 
Point aſſerted in it, which ſurely it was high Time to lay aſide 
Subſcription to, being no other than a Point of Criticiſm, about 
which the Learned have differed, and may differ very ſafely, with- 


out Prejudice or Danger to Religion, wiz. that the Hebrew Point 
are of divine Original. v Page 162. a 
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do the Doctrines they wanted to introduce a, it was 


thought proper that Subſcription to theſe Forms 
ſhould be aboliſhed. If this be the Caſe, it will af- 
ford ſmall Countenance and Support to your Prin- 
ciples and Reaſonings upon this Head, as well as 
lender Encouragement to us, to lay aſide our Sub- 
ſcriptions. And, in my humble Opinion, you have 
ſo little Reaſon to triumph in this Inſtance, and to 
take ſo much Pleaſure, as you ſeem to do, in hav- 
ing given the World an excellent Speech, which, you 
believe, has never before been publiſhed, that you have 
diſſerved your Cauſe by producing it. For if there 
was Reaſon (as I think there was) for their laying 
aſide Subſcription to ſublapſarian or ſupralapſarian 
Subtleties, ſome of the moſt thorny and intricate 
veftions in Divinity, is there the like Reaſon for 
er laying, aſide Subſcription to the Apoſtles Creed, 
or to the greateſt Part of the Articles of our Church, 
many of them containing the moſt important, and 
ſome of them the moſt eſſential and inconteſtable 
Verities of our Religion ? And becauſe they, .or 
moſt of them, had ſwerved from the Doctrines 
which they were called to aſſent and ſubſcribe to, 
and were, therefore, uneaſy till their Subſcriptions 
were removed, are 20e to be called upon to remove 
ours, we, who have no ſuch Trouble and Diviſion 
amongſt us upon the Points to be aſſented and ſub- 
ſcribed to? And would you perſuade «vs to part 
with them, as a Means to preſerve our old Do- 
Grines, by ſhewing us the Example of thoſe of Ge- 
neva doing the ſame, for the more eaſy Introduction 
of new ? — 
I perceive you do not think there is any Need, 
and are not therefore for removing Foundations, in 
order to the projected Union betwixt us. On the 
contrary, I am well informed, and I hear with 
| a Page 172, : 
= Plea- 
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Clergy, but alſo efteem a Liturgy, for Public Monis, 


and very properly too, in regard to the Character of a Reconciler, 
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Devotion muſt be cold and dead, and little edifying to the Pe- 
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Pleaſure, you are not only @ real Friend to the Eyil. 
copal Character, and think it an extremely uſeful 
Proviſion for the better Government of a Nation, | 


truly deſireable . So far, Sir, I applaud your Jude. 
| / „ "155 - 2:40 
. ® Theſe being your Sentiments concerning Liturgies, it is 2 
Wonder you have not yet attempted to introduce into your 
Churches, or, at leaſt, into your own Congregation, ſome Li. 
turgy or other, or rather (confidering the Work of Peace you are 
now travailing in), that of the Church of England, after. you had 
altered it to your Mind, in thoſe Paſſages which you eſteem ex- 
ceptionable. This would be acting agreeably to your Profeſſions, 


which you now appear in. It would be a handſome Advance to- 
wards the Church of Exglond, and, if you could bring your Con. 
gregation into it, it would be an Encouragement to the Church 
to think of making ſuch Alterations in the Liturgy as are demand- 
ed, by letting us ſee they were not like to be made in vain, and 
that to conquer the Prejudices of your- People againſt a Liturgy, 
and reconcile them to the Uſe of it, is not ſo hard a Thing, az 
we, at preſent, may think it to be. I apprehend, you would 
not be the firſt among the Diſſenters that has made an Attempt 
of this kind. For I preſume it was one of yourſelves, who pub- 
liſhed 4 Solemn Form for the General Faſt obſerved 1740, and 
afterwards in 1741, A Form of Divine Worſhip for ordinary Ute, 
printed for Richard Hett, at the Bible and Crown in the Poultry, 
with an earneſt Recommendation of precompoſed Forms of Di- 
vine Worſhip to all Difſenters. And k cannot forbear tranſcrib- 
ing out of the Author's Preface a Paſſage, which (he tells us) be 
had before tranſcribed out of a Letter received from a very wor- 
thy Diſſenting Miniſter in the Country, who needs Forms as little 
as moſt Men. I entirely agree with you (ſays that Gentle- 
man) that Forms ſhould be uſed in Public Worſhip, and that 
“it is fit the People ſhould vocally join in the Adorations and 
« Praiſes. There may be ſome few Miniſters who ſtand in no 
«© Need of a Form; but the Gernerality of us want ſuch Aſſiſtance 
« very much; nor is it fit that the Devotion of a Congregation 
* ſhould depend upon the Temper, Preparation, and Abilities 
* of a ſingle Man; and when there is the Want of a proper Pre- 
+ ſence of Mind, with a leſs Capacity for ſpeaking in Public, the 


«« ple. For want of a Form, Prayer is oftentimes a painful Thing, 
an Exerciſe of the Head only, without any Motion of : 
« Heart and Affections.“ Iam apt to believe there are Nun, 
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| ment and Moderation, and earneſtly intreat you to 


go on, as you are able, to infpire your Brethren and 
your People with the ſame Sentiments. But if you: 
really are not for removing Foundations, it is a My« 
ſtery to me you ſhould be fo eager'y bent upon throw- 
ing down Inclaſures; for, theſe once down, you may 
depend upon it, the Foundations will be continually, 
pecking at, and ſoon ſhaken, Our Superiours are 
too ſenſible of this Danger, to give ear to your wild 
and extravagant "Demands; and it was in you 4 
ſtrange Conceit,, if you fancied you ſhould ever be 
able to write them into it. They have too muck 
Wiſdom to part with the Securities they have; and 
yet Moderation enough to make any Condeſcenſipns 
and Abatements conſiſtent with them, and in them; 
elves reaſonable, that will bring you back into = 
Eva! 
with yourſelves to lower a littlę your Demands, and 
be content with Explanations and Softenings of the 
Declarations and Subfcriprions required, inſtead of 
taking them quite away, and ſuch other Alterations, 
in things indifferent and alterable, as you are perpe- 
twally, in your Writings, telling the World would 
latisfy, and reconcile you to the Church, and theſe 
Overtures ſhall come from a competent Number of 
Men, fully agreed upon their Terms. and ſufficiently 
authorized by their reſpective Sefts, they may deſerve 
7 public Conſideration, and, doubtleſs, will have it; 
but aſſure yourſelf, not before. I am, Ye: 
Nazland, Aug. 1, SI R, Se. 
1748. | 
of your Brethren in the ſame Sentiments concerning the Deſire- 


ablenc{s of a Liturgy for Public 'Worſhip, and it is Pity any of 


them ſhould be afraid, or on any Conſideration, decline openly - 
to avow them. 5 
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Pape 34, at Bottom, read, and I uniform. 


; 99; Line 27, read, in cooking vp for me this Meſs of nonſenſical 
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William Wall, D. D. in 3 vols, 8vo. 


fo nun c. d f 


1 of. Three Letters to. "Genveman ii 


ſenting from the Church of England, -apainſt Te f 


Pamphlets, entitled, The Difſenting Coen s Anfevtr th 


Neueren Mr. Whites Three Letters. In Two W By) ja | 


White, M. A.. 


2. Mr. White's Faſt Sermon. 5 
3. A Vindication of the Government; Dotttine, ve w 


of the Church of England, eſtabliſhed in the Reign of . 
Elizabeth; againſt the injurious Reſlections of Mr, Neal, in Wt 


late Hiftory of the Puritans : Together with a Collection 3 | 
many falſe Quotations and Miſtakes in the Performance. Ir | 
Right Reyerend Ifaac Madox, Lord Biſhop of Worceſter. ny : 

4. The Hiſtory of Infant Paptiſm, with the Defence. ! 


* Dr. Wall's Critical Notes on che Oi Dee Fo 


6. A Rational Ifluftration of the Book of Common Pray | 
the Church of England. By Charles Wheatley, 8 0 © © 

7. The Nicene and Athanaſian Creeds, explained and wn 
firmed by the Hol y Scriptures, in a manner adapted to Con 


Apprehenſions. 201 Charles Wheatly, 1 | 
8. Sermons on everal Occaſions, es * 
3 _ $8vo, BY 4 | 
bee s Sermons, 4 vals. 8 o. oy 
| — U Wake's Sermons, 3 vols. do. E ; 
i Ir. Littleton's Sermons, 2 vols. Bvo. 5M 
12. Biſhop Hickman's Sermons, 2 yols, d. i 
13. Dr. Payne's Sermons, yo, /. .*,_ 
14. Mr. Reeve 8 Ser mons, 8vo. — : 2 I AR A 4 
15. Mr. Stephens's Sermons, 2 vols. gu. 1 .-." om_ 
18 Mr, Arctileacon Waple's Sermons, 3 vols BN. 
17. Dr. Lupton's Sermons, 8 vo. = 
18. Mr. Straight's Sermons, 2 vols. 8vo.. *. = 


19. Spectacle de la Nature: Or, Nature pio »Y 
vols. 8vo. 

N. B. The 4th, 5th, 5th, and 7th vols. may be nad! 

20. A Critical Inquiry into the Opinion: and Practice g th | 
ancient Philoſophers, concerning the Nature of the Soul and 
Future State: And their Method of the Double Doctrine; Wal 


2 Preface by the Author of The Divine Legatida. The Secog 
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